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Hamilton Hall: home of journalism 
 
Hamilton Hall was built in 1940, which cost $40,000, funded 

by the Collegiate Press, Inc., a non-profit organization. 

They decided to name the structure the Collegiate Press 

Building. 

 

Three additions, some renovations and an ownership change 

took place to Hamilton Hall before it came to be the 

Greenlee School of Journalism and Mass Communications 

(GSJC) home.  

 

The building housed the organization’s activities along 

with providing offices for other journalism extra-

curricular activities, including the Iowa State Daily 

Student, the Bomb, the Iowa Homemaker, the Iowa Engineer 

and the Iowa Agriculturist. 

 

In 1947, an addition was added on the north side of the 

building. The addition, which expanded the presswork area, 

was 26 by 90 feet on the ground floor. The addition was 

completed in the spring of 1948. 

 

Another addition was built in 1951 that expanded the 

previous addition to provide extra storage and workspace. 

 

In 1951, plans started to introduce the biggest addition to 

Hamilton Hall. The 40-by-120 foot addition cost $226,000 

for construction and equipment. It wasn’t until 1955 that 

the three-story addition took place due to insufficient 

funds.  
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The addition provided the 

journalism department with 

offices, a reading room and 

classrooms. Iowa State College 

Press, Inc. decided to give more 

of the old structure to student 

publications. The three-phase 

addition finished in the fall of 

1956. 

 

The name of the building stuck with the name of the 

organization as they changed their name to Iowa State 

College Press, Inc., and again to ISU Press, Inc. due to 

the name change of Iowa State College of Agriculture and 

Mechanic Arts to Iowa State University of Science and 

Technology on July 4, 1959. 

 

Plans were made in 1964 of an extension to the south side 

of the building. The extension was applied to the ground 

and main floors, which provided a new front entrance and 

office spaces. The extension was finished in 1966. 

 

The building was renamed in 1984 after a man named Carl 

Hamilton. Hamilton was involved in the journalism program; 

he held three major positions within the university: head 

of Department of Technical Journalism, university relations 

and vice president for information and development.  

 

On July 1, 1985, the ownership of Hamilton Hall transferred 

to the university. The university thought Hamilton Hall was 

becoming more of an academic building. 

 

Hamilton Hall in 1956 after the 40-by-120 foot, 
three-story addition. (Faculty Newsletter, 1956) 
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A $500,000 remodeling project began in the summer of 1986, 

which provided new office space for the journalism program 

and organizations, including the Iowa State Daily (ISD) and 

the Bomb. The project involved converting the old ISD and 

Bomb offices into classrooms. 

 

A renovation of Hamilton Hall 

took place in 2003 under a $2 

million budget. A student 

study/commons area replaced 

the photography darkroom on 

the main floor. The south 

entrance was moved to the 

west side of the building. 

Main administrative offices 

were remodeled and technical 

media was installed in 

classrooms for instructors.  The reading room was relocated 

and updated with electronic resources. 

 

The name changes, renovations, additions and mainly the 

ownership transfer made Hamilton Hall the home of the 

Greenlee School of Journalism and Mass Communications. 
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The new study/commons area that replaced the 
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Hamilton Hall. Photo taken by Adam Patridge. 
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