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Introduction: 

Everyday people are inundated with information from all directions. The news is 

one of those channels from which we get our information, and we have been told that we 

can generally trust it to be objective and unbiased. We are told to stay away from certain 

stations that are overly biased or don’t support our own views, but we are also told that 

because other stations are objective, we can tune out our thought processes and simply 

absorb the information without chewing and digesting it. But is news really as objective 

as people say it is? Journalists are supposed to leave their opinions at the door and present 

stories in a factual, matter-of-fact way, but is that actually possible? Is there a way to 

remain truly unbiased, or does our everyday language betray that possibility? If so, this 

has great implications for how we consume news. That isn’t to say news reporters are 

lying to us and cannot be trusted, but we do need to take it all with a grain of salt. We 

need to be wary of the hidden opinions we are exposed to and form our own opinions 

based on our own thoughts. A deep look at semantic prosody in news can show us that 

subjectivity is hidden in seemingly neutral language and can influence the opinions we 

form of something without us even knowing it. The current study addresses how semantic 

prosody is used by liberal, conservative, and neutral sources to talk about similar 

subjects.  

 

Theory 

 Semantic prosody is the hidden positive or negative meaning a word receives 

from the words around it. These words are used to project meaning onto the rest of the 

sentence in the forms of evaluative harmony, covert evaluation, and irony. Evaluative 
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harmony happens when the semantic prosody of the word matches the positivity or 

negativity of the words around it, its collocates. Covert evaluation happens when the 

word with semantic prosody determines the prosody of the collocates that don’t have any 

particular leaning. Irony happens when a word with semantic prosody is deliberately used 

with collocates of opposite prosody. Because the semantic prosody is hidden, a word can 

covertly influence a reader to think about the sentence’s topic as positive or negative. In 

this way, semantic prosody acts as a terministic screen, only allowing people to see 

certain aspects of a concept and preventing them from seeing them in other ways. 

People use this little-known tool everyday without even realizing it, and people often do 

not know that it’s influencing how they think! Therefore, it could be abused if people 

know how to use it right.  

Our research question addresses how semantic prosody is being used in areas 

where language is supposed to be objective and neutral, such as the news. As a source of 

information, news is important to remain objective, but since semantic prosody is hidden 

not only to receivers but also producers of information, it can be very easy to slip up and 

use words that appear neutral but actually are not. Semantic prosody may infiltrate the 

unbiased image of journalism by putting a sense of “spin” into journalistic language, 

which can influence viewers to alter their opinions in certain directions. Analyzing news 

for differing semantic prosodies of words can help us be better, active consumers of 

information by allowing us to critically absorb information we hear and read from the 

news. We can better weigh the arguments presented on the news and revealed by 

semantic prosody in order to form our own opinions rather than simply being spoon-fed 

opinions others have.  
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Overall, we believe news stations do use words with semantic prosody, but 

beyond that, we believe the words and semantic prosody used to talk about the same 

news story will be different for news stations with different known leanings (liberal, 

neutral, conservative). We predict liberal and conservative news sources use words with 

positive semantic prosody to talk about subjects they support and negative semantic 

prosody to talk about subjects they are against. We believe relatively neutral stations will 

have fewer words with semantic prosody or will use both types of semantic prosody 

within the same article. 

 

Evidence 

 To answer the research question of whether news sources use semantic prosody, a 

representative sample of news stations with varying political leanings was needed. Since 

semantic prosody can influence readers or listeners in any direction, the sample needed to 

include news stations of different leanings. This also served the purpose of showing how 

an article about the same general topic can be talked about differently with prosody. NBC 

was chosen as the liberal news source, and Fox News as conservative. Since those 

stations already somewhat openly express their opinions, it would be interesting to see 

how semantic prosody adds to that. We also analyzed a neutral source, USA Today, as a 

sort of control to see whether all types of news, even sources that are recognized as 

neutral, use semantic prosody to put a hidden spin in their articles. 

 In order to see how different news stations talk differently about topics they 

support versus are against, we chose articles about the same general topic, politics and 

Obamacare. Choosing the same topic gave a constant variable from which it would be 
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easier to see how the different news sources view the same topic. We chose a political 

topic because that would be an area in which strong opinions are most likely to leak out 

in the news register. In choosing which words to analyze, we first read through each 

article, highlighting unusual and seemingly normal action verbs. We narrowed down our 

choices by discarding words that already seemed to have obvious emotional charge, for 

example, “failed” and “approve.” We also made note of verbs that appeared in the article 

multiple times and took them for a trial run in COCA to see if we could find enough 

language use for analysis. If there were not many uses in the newspaper or spoken 

registers, we did not analyze them. The full text for each article is listed in the 

appendices, Appendix A for the conservative source, B for the liberal source, and C for 

neutral. 

To gather our evidence, we needed to consult a large body of real language data 

from a corpus. The corpus we used was COCA, the Corpus of Contemporary American 

English, which is a database of real language from many different sections of English 

called registers. Registers are genres of language that vary by situational characteristics 

like channel (spoken versus written) and amount of preparation. Because the register of 

our articles was news, we wanted to find how our words were used in similar registers. 

Since news can be presented on television, radio, or in printed newspapers, we decided to 

search data in news and spoken registers. COCA can search words based on register and 

sort them into KWIC lines, which are lines of the searched keyword in context. Searching 

our words in COCA provided us with a wealth of KWIC lines, so we randomized the 

lines to give us a sample of KWIC lines. From that sample, we took 20-30 random KWIC 

lines for analysis. We discarded lines that had duplicate collocates in other lines. Every 
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KWIC line analyzed is shown in the appendices for each political leaning. The words and 

article for the conservative source are listed in Appendix A, and the same evidence for 

the liberal and neutral sources is listed in Appendices B and C, respectively. 

In each KWIC line, we highlighted positive, negative, and neutral collocates and 

counted the totals of each. This total helped to determine the patterns of negative, 

positive, or neutral prosody with each word in comparison to their literal definitions. The 

contexts of each word in the articles were compared to the corpus-determined semantic 

prosodies to determine how the word spoke about the subject of the article. Additional 

analysis of the KWIC lines also yielded some other interesting information we were not 

looking for. The full set of KWIC lines for each word is found in the appendices 

following each article. Appendix A includes the words analyzed for the conservative 

article, and Appendices B and C include the words from the liberal and neutral sources, 

respectively. The following pages detail what was found in the corpus data and what that 

means for the articles in question. 
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Analysis: 

Conservative Analysis 

Introduction 
 

The article under analysis is “Administration to release more data on Obamacare 

site's progress.” This was taken from Fox News to analyze a more conservative news 

source. This article, posted on December first, is about how the new health care website 

for Obamacare has not been working well since its initial launch over a month ago. It 

talks about some of the challenges and arguments between sides, and goes into when it is 

predicted to be up and running smoothly.  

 The five words/phrases chosen to be analyzed for sematic prosody through COCA 

were: reduced, told, downplay, scale back, and launch. After researching KWIC lines in 

the registers of news and spoken, three of the words were found to have a negative 

sematic prosody, one had positive, and one was neutral. Fascinatingly, the one neutral 

word actually had positive sematic prosody in the news register and negative semantic 

prosody in the spoken register, so this made neutral overall. The author uses language 

that shows distaste for Obamacare in this article, which goes along with our original 

hypothesis. This negativity towards Obamacare in the article could be more directed at 

the failed website and not the healthcare plan in general, but this is not known for sure. 

Even so, the overall findings of the semantic prosodies show that the author does not do a 

good job of remaining neutral.  
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 Reduce Told Downplay Scale Back Launch 
Positive 

Collocates 26 10 8 33 18 

Negative 
Collocates 36 25 37 27 16 

Neutral 
Collocates 3 9 9 9 7 

Prosody? Positive Negative Negative Negavie None: + in news register 
- in spoken register 

Table 1: Conservative Summary 

 

Individual Word Analyses 
 
Reduce 

The literal definition of “reduce” is to “make smaller or less in amount, degree, or 

size.” After looking at Coca, the word “reduced” was found to have a positive semantic 

prosody. A majority of collocates used with “reduce” are negative, but just because a 

word has negative collocates does not mean it has negative semantic prosody. Because 

these negative collocates are being reduced, it actually gives the word positive semantic 

prosody. 

For example, one of the KWIC lines states that the “move will reduce tensions.” 

In general, people do not like it when there is tension between them and others. 

Therefore, tensions are negative. Another KWIC line that shows a negative thing being 

reduced is, “...and reduce pain.” Pain is a bad thing that normal people try to avoid. An 

additional KWIC line that shows positive semantic prosody of “reduce” is, “Mark 

Hurd...has made no secret of his intent to reduce expenses.” Expenses are a negative 

thing because our society places a high value on money, so having expenses spends our 

money. All of these examples show negative/bad things being reduced which makes the 
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overall semantic prosody of “reduce” positive. More example KWIC lines that shows this 

can be seen in Appendix A.2.  

The context in the article of “reduce” is, “Obama administration officials said 

Saturday that the site had ‘performed well’ and that upgrades overnight Friday had 

improved response times and reduced errors.”  

As seen through COCA, we tend to “reduce” negative things. Collocates used in 

this sentence agrees with that concept by saying “upgrades overnight Friday...reduced 

errors.” Errors are bad and should be reduced. So it appears as if Fox News is on the side 

of Obamacare in this case because they are reducing a negative thing. But looking back at 

the context of which it was used we see that this is not the case. In this sentence Fox 

News is just paraphrasing what the administration had said. So in that way they are 

actually being neutral. Fox News is showing both sides of the story, which is what all 

news sources should strive for.  

 

Told 

The literal definition of “told” is the “past participle of ‘tell’ - to communicate 

information, facts, or news to someone in spoken or written words.” After looking at 

Coca, the word “told” was found to have a negative semantic prosody. One interesting 

thing found was that the word “told” produces a unique situation where there is not a 

single word or phrase collocate associated with “told.” Instead there is usually a whole 

sentence that is being told.  When searching through the registers of news and spoken, 

many of the things being told were negative or bad. Because a majority of these sentences 

and collocates are negative, this gives the word “told” a negative semantic prosody.  
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For example, one of the KWIC lines says, “The brand new secretary of education, 

Margaret Spellings, told PBS she has ‘very serious concerns.’” The thing being told in 

this sentence is the fact that Spellings has “very serious concerns.” Having serious 

concerns are negative because being concerned about something means it is upsetting or 

causes worry, which are both negative emotions. A second KWIC line that shows a 

negative thing being told is, “Chillingly, the CSI director told DATELINE how he 

believes Meredith died, a detail not reported until now.” In this case the statement being 

told is how Meredith died. Obviously dying is a bad thing, so this makes the thing being 

told negative (and sad). A third KWIC line that shows negative semantic prosody of told 

is, “‘He told me I'd never make it as a collector,’ Wepner said." The negative thing being 

told in this KWIC line is that Wepner will never make it as a collector. Telling someone 

that they can’t achieve something is negative because it isn’t very nice and it brings that 

person down. All of these examples show negative/bad things being told which makes the 

overall semantic prosody of “told” negative. More example KWIC lines that shows this 

negative prosody can be seen in Appendix A.3. 

The context in this article of “told” is, "’With the scheduled upgrades last night 

and tonight, we're on track to meet our stated goal for the site to work for the vast 

majority of users,’ CMS spokesman Aaron Albright told Fox News earlier Saturday.”  

In this case, The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) told Fox 

news that they were on track to meet the stated goals. A lot of times negative things are 

“told,” but here irony is in use because being on track is actually a good/positive thing. 

The CMS has been trying to get the website to work for over a month though, so by Fox 
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News using the word “told,” they are showing that they are doubtful that the CMS is 

actually on track.  

 

Downplay 

The literal definition of “downplay” is “to make (something) appear less 

important than it really is.” After looking at Coca, the word downplay was found to have 

a negative semantic prosody. Downplay is commonly collocated with negative things that 

need/want to be “downplayed.”  

For example, one of the KWIC lines states, “…of her house lately, and nasty 

phone calls. She says she tries to downplay it and she says that she considers the 

opposition simply ignorant, but…” In this case the thing being downplayed are nasty 

phone calls. By saying these phone calls are “nasty,” it is implied that these phone calls 

being downplayed are bad/negative.  Another KWIC line that shows a negative thing 

being downplayed is, “The problem started back in 1990 when she wrote this memo 

accusing Monsanto of trying to downplay the risk of cancer to its chemical workers.” 

Again, the thing being downplayed here is negative. Cancer is an incurable disease, so 

having a risk of cancer is a very bad situation. An additional KWIC line that shows 

negative semantic prosody of “downplay” is, “Al-Attiyah tried to downplay the discord 

Monday in his comments suggesting the OPEC countries are committed to ensuring 

supplies.” In this KWIC line, discord is being downplayed.  Discord is negative because 

it means there is some sort of disagreement. All of these examples show that negative/bad 

things are downplayed which makes the overall semantic prosody of “downplay” 



13 

negative. More example KWIC lines showing negative things being downplayed can be 

seen in Appendix A.4.  

The context in the article of “downplay” is, “Though President Obama and other 

administration officials have tried to downplay the deadline, saying fixes are an ongoing 

effort, a lot is riding on the site’s performance this weekend, including upcoming 

elections as well as Americans’ confidence in the president and his signature health-care 

law, which depends on their participation to work.” 

As seen in COCA, most of the time, negative things are downplayed. In this case 

a deadline is being downplayed.  Deadlines are not necessarily a bad or negative thing; 

they are only negative if one cannot meet said deadline.  Because of this, Fox News chose 

to use the phrase “downplay the deadline.” By doing this they are using covert negative 

evaluation to say the deadline is a bad thing for Obama and the CMS. Which means that 

Fox News does not believe the administration is going to be able to make the deadline, 

and therefore this deadline is a negative thing. 

 

Scale Back 

The literal definition of “scale back” is “to reduce or make a reduction in the level 

of activity, extent, numbers, etc.” After looking at COCA, the phrase scale back was 

found to have a negative semantic prosody. A majority of collocates used with “scale 

back” are positive, but just like with the word “reduce,” this doesn’t mean it has the same 

prosody as its collocates. Because these positive collocates are being scaled back, it 

actually gives the word negative semantic prosody.  
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Interestingly, “scale back” and “reduce” have almost the same literal definition of 

“making smaller or less in amount (reducing),” and could be used interchangeably. But 

these two words actually have opposite semantic prosodies. We reduce negative things 

which gives a semantic prosody of positive, and we scale back positive things which 

gives a sematic prosody of negative. So because the use of these words give different 

feelings to what we say, we can use these different semantic prosodies to portray our 

thoughts and sentences differently. 

In COCA, a KWIC line that showed the negative sematic prosody is, “When 

women bring home the biggest paycheck, it cramps their ability to scale back to do more 

parenting.” The ability to do parenting is a positive collocate because children need 

parenting. Without a parental figure to look up to, they won’t be able to learn and grow. 

Another example is, “A push to give federal incentives to companies 

that scale back employees hours rather than lay off workers.” Employee hours are a 

positive thing because the ability to work brings in money and in our society money is a 

positive thing. In this sentence working hours are especially positive when compared to 

being laid off. So scaling back the employee hours gives a negative sematic prosody. 

Some of the collocates had a positive link with money. For example three of the KWIC 

lines stated they were scaling back “tax cuts,” bonuses,” and “aid.” All of these collocates 

are positive because they are associated with getting more money. By scaling back how 

much money someone or something is receiving, this gives a negative sematic prosody to 

the phrase “scale back.” More example KWIC lines showing this negative sematic 

prosody can be seen in Appendix A.5. 
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The context in the article of “scale back” is, “Still, in the days leading up to the 

deadline, the White House and the Department of Health and Human Services continued 

to scale back expectations, saying not to expect the site to be 100 percent glitch-free.” 

In this sentence expectations are being scaled back. This gives covert negative 

evaluation to the word “expectations.” “Expectation” is a neutral word; it can be positive 

or negative. But in this case, because “scale back” and “expectations” are collocated 

together, they are given a positive connotation.  This means that Fox News says the 

White House and the Depart of Health and Human Services are scaling back something 

positive, which gives makes people look negatively on the administration.  

 

Launch 

The literal definition of “launch” is “to start or set in motion (an activity or 

enterprise).” 

After looking at COCA, an interesting discovery came about. In the register of spoken 

(which was mostly spoken news) the semantic prosody of the word “launch” was found 

to be negative. But when searched in the register of news, the semantic prosody of the 

word “launch” was positive. Most likely, this has something to do with how the corpora 

of COCA are composed and how the sources the registers draw from vary. So overall, the 

word launch has a no semantic prosody; it is neutral.  

An example KWIC line from the register of spoken stated, “So all of that 

bombing and he still had the capability to launch chemical weapons against the U.S.?!” 

Chemical weapons are being launched in this case and any sort of weapon is negative. 

Other collocates launched were “raids,” “strikes,” “missiles,” and “attacks.” All of these 
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things have a very bad/negative connotation to them which gives the word “launch” a 

negative semantic prosody. But on the other hand in the register of news, an example 

KWIC line said, “Leet launched or helped launch several humanitarian organizations.” 

Humanitarian organizations are all about looking out for the welfare and helping those 

less fortunate. So this is a positive collocate. Other positive collocates launched were 

“peace negotiations,” “best-sellers,” “successful marketing plan,” and a “technology 

program.” All of these things have a positive connotation behind them so it gives the 

word “launch” a positive semantic prosody. More example KWIC lines for the negative 

sematic prosody in the spoken register and positive sematic prosody in the news register 

can be seen in Appendix A.6.  

The context in the article of launch is, “With the midterm elections less than a 

year away, it's vital to Democrats that the site lives up to expectations the president set. 

Republicans have already suggested they'll launch coordinated attacks linking every 

congressional Democrat up for re-election to the Affordable Care Act.”  

Because COCA showed that either negative or positive things are launched 

depending on the register the sentence is used in, the use of launch in this sentence can be 

interpreted two different ways. In this case, Republicans are launching into “coordinated 

attacks” on congressional Democrats to link them to the failed Obamacare. If we choose 

to go with negative semantic prosody, this sentence does not agree with our theory. Fox 

News is seen as a more conservative news station, so according to our hypothesis they 

would use language that shows Republicans in a good light. But saying they are 

launching an attack on Democrats is not positive. Although, Fox News does say it is a 

“coordinated attack,” so that does make it a bit less negative because being coordinated is 
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a positive thing. On the other hand, if we choose to go with the positive semantic 

prosody, Fox News is saying that the attack on Democrats is a good/positive thing. This 

thought goes along with our original hypothesis that the stations would use positive 

semantic prosody to talk about subjects they agreed with. But because the different 

registers showed different semantic prosodies, this word and sentence could actually be 

interpreted as neutral. Therefore Fox News remained unbiased by using it.  
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Liberal Analysis 

 
Introduction 
 

Out of the words selected from the NBC News article, “In the messaging war on 

Obamacare, both sides get personal,” four of the five words held a form of semantic 

prosody while only one word didn’t display semantic prosody. The five words chosen 

were: overhaul, undermine, resonate, solicited, and pointed. 

These words were chosen from a list of 14 words (see Table 2) that were selected 

using the word selection process described in the 

introduction. We established at the beginning that 

NBC News was set to be more of a liberal news 

station, which means that they would support more of 

the Democrats’ decision by the words they used, even 

with the concept of semantic prosody. 

The news article talks about the “messaging 

war” that is going on between the two parties: Democrats and Republicans. They are 

giving information about the different ways the parties are supporting/disagreeing with 

the newly passed law, Obamacare. The article was published on November 7th, 2013 by 

Gabriel Debenedetti. To see the full article, see Appendix B.1. 

Table 3 (next page) shows all of the positive, negative, and neutral collocates 

within every KWIC line for each word that was picked from the article. It concludes with 

summarizing what the semantic prosody is for each word all in a color formatted process, 

same as the collocates highlighted in the appendix. 

Overhaul Challenged 

Spar Besieged 

Undermine Resonate 

Solicited Boost 

Aback Notion 

Poking Pointed 

Debunked Touted 

Table 2 
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 Overhaul Undermine Resonate Solicited Pointed 

Positive 9 13 16 9 8 

Neutral 7 2 13 10 11 

Negative 24 39 19 28 25 

Prosody Negative Negative Neutral Negative Negative 

 Table 3: Liberal Summary 

 

Individual Word Analyses 
 

Now let’s look at the individual semantic prosodies that we found within the 

analysis of NBC News article. We’ll start with overhaul and make our way to pointed, 

going through all the details about each word analysis. We’ll also take a closer look at the 

KWIC lines to provide visual evidence for the explanation of results and why we decided 

to choose either negative or positive prosody. 

 

Overhaul 

This word was overall found to be negative based upon the collocates in the 

KWIC lines. One quick note on this word is the different results between the two register 

types. Those will be the two main parts looked at for this word. 

 If we take a look at some of the KWIC lines for overhaul, we can see that the 

collocates surrounding it consist of negatives, such as charged, arguments, disapprove, 

etc. These are the few lines that show the negative semantic prosody that overhaul 

possesses. One example was, “The Supreme Court will decide if the new federal health 

care overhaul or any part of it is unconstitutional after arguments next week.” The reason 
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why these are negative is because arguments usually have a negative connotation to them. 

If they wanted it to be neutral, why didn’t they use debate? Unconstitutional is definitely 

negative because we want our constitutional rights and want to keep them. 

 Another example, “Ill., the hometown of President Ronald Reagan, saying that 

Obama’s health care overhaul, not the economy, is the election’s most salient issue.” This 

is a good example of the type of collocates used around overhaul. Most times when 

overhaul is used, the collocates are about issues, arguments, debates, elections, etc., 

usually things that involve congress. 

 There were some lines that did also possess positive collocates around the word, 

but that just shows the irony of using positive collocates with a word that has negative 

semantic prosody. One example, “thought that can’t comfort President Barack Obama: 

the fate of his health care overhaul rests with four Republican-appointed Supreme Court 

justices. # His most sweeping domestic achievement could.” We see the words comfort, 

justices, and achievement along with the word, overhaul, which gives this KWIC line a 

bit of irony. It’s like trying to make it seem that the change is good, but when it comes to 

change, people usually don’t like it at the start. 

 Although we mentioned that overhaul has negative semantic prosody, we also 

found that the word is a bit different when it comes to the different registers. When 

looking at the different registers, we saw that overhaul has a distinct negative prosody 

within the spoken register, while in the news register, we noticed it didn’t really hold as 

strong of a resemblance for the news register. 

 One example of a KWIC line that was from the spoken register, “hear arguments 

about whether if the individual mandate is negated if the entire health care overhaul 
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should be thrown out as well.” This resembles the KWIC lines very well in the fact that 

most or all of the collocates were negative. Looking at the “news” register, we got a mix 

of positive KWIC lines and negative KWIC lines, which is probably where the irony 

from before came from. To see further examples of KWIC lines on overhaul, please see 

Appendix B.2. 

“Because of President Barack Obama’s healthcare overhaul, Dofflemyer’s 

insurance company dropped the 70-year-old retiree’s doctor from its network this year,” 

said the NBC News. We can see that the word wasn’t used in any literal sense because 

the literal meaning of overhaul means to take apart (a piece of machinery or equipment) 

in order to examine it and repair it if necessary. So we can say that doesn’t nullify the 

semantic prosody given to it. 

Since we determined that the word, “overhaul” has a negative semantic prosody, 

we looked towards the way that NBC News uses the word to either apply bias to the 

things they agree with or disagree with. The way that NBC News used the word doesn’t 

support our hypothesis because NBC News is more of a Liberal news station and they 

usually support Democrats, and Barack Obama is a Democrat. So this raises question to 

the idea that NBC News doesn’t support Obamacare because of the way they use the 

word overhaul? We’ll need some more evidence to support this but it definitely poses a 

thought. 

 

Undermine 

We determined that undermine held a negative semantic prosody based upon the 

KWIC lines. This word also had a difference in semantic prosody depending on which 
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register the word was found. Let’s start by looking at some KWIC lines that resembles 

the main discoveries about undermine.  

Most of the KWIC lines are like “…subject to the death penalty. He also argued 

that Sunday’s attack must not undermine the U.S. mission in Afghanistan. LEON-PANETTA-

U.S-: War is hell. These kinds of events…” and “Debra Mendel specializes in workplace 

issues. DR-DEBRA-MANDEL: They may backstab you. They may undermine your work. They 

may throw you under the bus. They’re certainly not…” We have collocates like issues, 

backstab, throw, death penalty, argued, attack, hell, and also in other KWIC lines: 

inflation, harder, devalue, changes, and fault. All of these words have a negative meaning 

to them, which gives undermine the negative semantic prosody. 

Even though there was plenty of evidence to show that the semantic prosody for 

undermine is negative, there were some subtle aspects that went against the notion that 

undermine has a negative semantic prosody. One is the fact that there were multiple 

occasions where the KWIC lines had a massive amount of positive collocates within 

them, showing the irony between the positive collocates and the negative semantic 

prosody. One example of this was “… involved that he could single-handedly win the 

war, and they felt that would somehow undermine the strength and the qualities and the 

sacrifices of actual troops. So what they…” 

 Later on, we realized that the difference in the collocates and undermine wasn’t 

coincidence. The difference was in the type of register that the word was used. When the 

word undermine is used in the spoken register, we saw that the word was used as a 

neutral sense (See Appendix B.3: Spoken vs. News Register); being used with both 
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negative and positive collocates, but when undermine was used in the news register, we 

noticed that undermine had a negative semantic prosody. 

Here is how they used it within the article: “Allies of Obama’s administration, 

besieged by criticism from Republicans who oppose the healthcare law and see and 

opportunity to undermine it, have fired off a barrage of press releases and social media 

posts with stories like Sullivan’s, touting the virtues of the healthcare law.  

Looking at the context in which NBC News used undermine, it seemed that they 

used the word with lots of other negative words with it to enhance the negative semantic 

prosody (whether intended or not).  We can also say that they didn’t use the word in its 

literal meaning because undermine means to erode the base or foundation of (a rock 

formation), but they did use it with the definition of damaging or weakening someone or 

something gradually. Although it doesn’t follow that definition because the collocates 

used with the word doesn’t show that it was gradual, rather it was instant and fast. 

They used the word in the article say that the Republican, “who oppose the 

healthcare law,” undermine the opportunity that the allies of Obama’s administration 

have about Obamacare. Not only do they use a word that hold a negative semantic 

prosody, but they also use words that contain negative connotation already to put the 

weight upon Republicans. This evidence supports our hypothesis about the news stations 

publishing articles using negative semantic prosody for things they disagree with or 

groups of people they disagree with, because NBC News tends to be a Liberal news 

station, so they agree with Democrats and disagree with Republicans. 
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Resonate 

This word was quite different from the rest, and was the only one that did not 

have semantic prosody, which means that this word was actually used in the sense to be 

neutral. There were plenty of KWIC lines that gave evidence to the fact that resonate 

does not have semantic prosody.  

 Looking at some of the KWIC lines, such as “he says is his strong support for 

state's rights. On other issues that resonate with social conservatives, like banning birth 

control, he's argued for states having...” we can see that the collocates in the KWIC lines 

are both positive, negative, and sometimes the collocates didn’t have a positive or 

negative meaning to them, which helps support the analysis that this word does not have 

semantic prosody. To see more on the KWIC lines for resonate, visit Appendix B.4: 

Resonate.  

 This word literally means to produce or be filled with a deep, full, reverberating 

sound. Looking at the context in which the word was used in the article: “For both sides, 

the idea is to cut through the political rhetoric and arguments over bureaucratic failings in 

Washington and present personal, touching anecdotes that support their side of the 

Obamacare story and resonate across America. Since NBC News doesn’t use the word in 

a literal way, we can say that this supports the reporters in our research question that they 

are suppose to be objective and use neutral words. 

 One way it compares to the context of the article though is that since this word 

doesn’t have semantic prosody, so that means it can be used with any other word to give 

meaning to the context. We see that they use “support their side” with the word resonate, 

so does that mean they are saying that it is good? Or bad? They do say their side, so that 
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implies that there are two sides: bad and good? I would say they used this word correctly 

in the neutral aspect to let the readers judge for themselves rather than putting a weight 

on one side or the other. 

 

Solicited 

 Solicited means to ask for or try to obtain (something) from someone. So we 

analyzed the KWIC lines for this word and found that it holds a negative semantic 

prosody. This one was pretty obvious because it used a lot of negative collocates within 

the KWIC lines. One example, “…made to the Department of Homeland Security's 

inspector general included allegations that staff had solicited prostitutes, been involved in 

sexual assaults, leaked sensitive information, published pornography…” There are 

multiple collocates, such as assaults, allegations, prostitutes, and sensitive information, 

that obviously have a negative connotation to them.  

A major group of collocates within this word was crime and courtroom 

discrepancies. Another example that shows both groups was “The Justice Department's 

inspector general is investigating whether three DEA agents in his 

company solicited prostitutes or broke other department rules. A DEA spokesman 

declined to comment on the…” This KWIC line showed the major evidence for this 

grouping on the collocates, because the main words, like prostitutes, broke and declined, 

all talk about things going on in the courtroom. 

This made it very obvious that solicited has a negative semantic prosody. With the 

collocates used, we determined that the word solicited is used to describe a criminal or 
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figure of justice trying to obtain something from someone else, like possessions or 

information. 

This was how NBC News used the word in context: “and in a sign that both sides 

see power in such stories, the White House asked Americans to share their Obamacare 

success stories on its WhiteHouse.gov website, while the Senate Republican Conference 

(SRC) solicited Obamacare horror stories at a new web site, 

republican.senate.gov/YourStory.” 

Since we determined that the word “solicited” has a negative semantic prosody, 

looking at the context in which NBC News uses the word, we can say that they are 

inputting their own bias into the paper. The main thing that they are communicating here 

is that the Senate Republican Conference is trying to obtain something from the new web 

site. We are told it is the Obamacare horror stories. Since the word has negative semantic 

prosody, it gives the connotation that this is bad that the Senate Republican Conference is 

soliciting these stories. It makes it sound like NBC News doesn’t agree with the Senate 

Republican Conference. 

One thing that cautioned us a little with this word is the literal meaning compared 

with the context of the news article, because after looking at the definition and the use of 

the word in the article, they seem to use the word in a literal meaning. But then we 

questioned why did they use that word specifically instead of using a word that didn’t 

have semantic prosody? We believe they intentionally used that word to put a negative 

connotation towards the Republicans instead of using a neutral word because NBC News 

supports Democrats.  
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Pointed 

 We found this word to have a negative semantic prosody mainly because of the 

amount of negative collocates used with pointed. The two main groups that we found in 

the collocates were arguments and drugs. In the KWIC lines, we saw that the words pot 

and marijuana were used around the word “pointed.” So with that in mind, we put that as 

a group that had negative collocates. 

 Here are the two KWIC lines that showed this, “…crashes last year. # His survey 

linked pot use to crash risk, but pointed out wide research gaps. Scientists do not have 

conclusive data to link marijuana dosing…” and “…said Alison Holcomb, campaign 

director for Washington's legalization measure. # Holcomb also pointed to a failed 

marijuana legalization proposal in California two years ago that did not include…” 

 The other group we found within the negative collocates were things that were 

associated with arguments, like debates, judgment, criticism, and oppose. Here are some 

examples of the types of KWIC lines we found: “…got to say, " said Romney. Later in the 

debate, he pointed out that he and his wife, Ann, have been married for 42 years…” and 

“The questioning was, even for the garrulous current court, unusually intense 

and pointed. And the atmosphere in the courtroom, which is generally subdued, was 

electric…” We figured that this provided good evidence for the word, “pointed” having a 

negative semantic prosody.  

We also noticed there were some collocates within those group of KWIC lines 

that were a little extreme, like viper and provocative. Here is where the collocates fell 

into place within the KWIC line: “Koch, the former mayor, called him a viper; other 

community leaders pointed reporters to the Anti-Defamation League's list of his more 
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provocative quotes; and in…” This made it very evident that the word has a negative 

semantic prosody. 

There were still a significant amount of neutral KWIC lines that raised some 

question about the idea that “pointed” doesn’t have semantic prosody. We ruled this out 

because even though there were a good amount of neutral KWIC lines, like “Here is an 

Islamic newspaper,' he said, waving it about. He pointed to his laptop, and his cellphone.  

Now we have 600 satellite channels…” there were still a significant amount of negative 

collocates within each negative-evaluated KWIC line. Also, with the grouping of words 

within the negative KWIC lines, it seemed that the hidden meaning behind “pointed” was 

leaning more towards the negative part. 

 The positive KWIC lines presented very little evidence for the idea that “pointed” 

has positive semantic prosody. There were few lines that had positive collocates and it 

helped to show the irony that it has with the relationship to the word. One particular line: 

“‘not a total waste’ since she was able to deliver such a pointed message. # Far from 

moving toward some kind of easing of tension, relations…” showed the irony of putting 

pointed with positive collocates. It also used “pointed” as an adjective, which made it 

very ironic that they are using a negative semantic prosody word as an adjective to 

describe a noun around positive collocates.  

 Pointed really means having a sharpened or tapered tip or end or expressing 

criticism in a direct and unambiguous way. Looking at the word within context of the 

article: “The White House on Monday pointed to articles in The New Republic and 

Consumer Reports that it said debunked claims about the rising healthcare costs of Diane 

Barrette, a Florida resident.” 
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 First off, I don’t think that the White House had a sharpened or tapered tip that 

was pointing to articles in The New Republic, and if it did, then the reporter didn’t do 

their job right to talk about why the White House had a sharpened or tapered tip pointing 

at articles in The New Republic. Second, they didn’t sound like they were expressing 

criticism in a direct and unambiguous way. It sounded like they were more expressing 

concern rather than criticism. So we can’t rule out that they used the word in the literal 

sense. 

 Taking a look at what it is saying in the article though makes a difference to how 

you would perceive it though. If the White House pointed to articles in The New 

Republic about the winning of an award, which would make a big confusion because the 

hidden meaning of “pointed” is negative. So it would be saying that winning an award is 

bad. So the reader would perceive the articles in The New Republic as bad because the 

hidden meaning of “pointed” is negative. So NBC News is using the word “pointed” as a 

way to show that the articles in The New Republic are bad, so they are inputting bias into 

the article by using the word “pointed.” 

 
Wrapping It All Together – Liberally 

 So to wrap it all together for the Liberal analysis, we found that out of the five 

words we analyzed that four of them have negative semantic prosody. What this means 

compared to our research question is that this supports our hypothesis that news stations 

do use bias words within their articles.  

 Moving further into our findings, out of the four words that had negative semantic 

prosody, three of the words were used to describe a piece from/about the Republicans. 

This supports our hypothesis that Liberal news stations will use negative semantic 
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prosody words to talk about the opposing party. There was one word that went against 

our hypothesis that raised some question because they were describing Obamacare, so it 

didn’t directly connect to Democrats so we thought that it could be that each news station 

has their own opinion about Obamacare. 

 To put it simply, news stations use bias to put their own spin on the issue, debate, 

or conversation within the article by using words that have hidden meaning. It goes 

against the idea that journalists are suppose to be objective by using words that are 

neutral and leaving the judgment of the issue, debate, or conversation to the reader.  

 
Additional Findings 

 Along our analysis we found some interesting side notes about the way that 

journalists use words to also put a spin in the article to have a bias viewpoint. One thing 

we noticed with the NBC News article was that there were some words that were seemed 

to describe a war. The words they were using were: challenged, besieged, spar, and 

debunked. 

 This does make sense because of the type of information that is in the article 

about the “messaging war,” but it seemed like it they were using a metaphor of a war; one 

that has blood, fighting, death, etc., to describe a “messaging war” that is only through 

the Internet. Does one die through the Internet? Can you make someone bleed by 

shooting a couple sentences at them? Even if they are using this metaphorically, that still 

gives evidence to the fact that journalists are putting spin on the words they use because 

using metaphors can give a bias viewpoint on whether something is good or bad. 
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Neutral Analysis 

Introduction 
 

The article under analysis was taken from USA Today’s website as a neutral 

source, and it was titled “Both sides grope for solutions to shutdown, debt ceiling.” This 

article, posted during the government shutdown in October, is about both Republicans 

and Democrats trying to make an agreement about the government budget regarding 

Obamacare. It describes a few of the strategies and how they were received, in addition to 

some of potential consequences of individual strategies and the shutdown itself. The full 

text of the article can be found in Appendix C.1. 

After a brief read-through of the article, the five words chosen for semantic 

prosody analysis were: turning into, acknowledged, deal with, yield, and bow to. After 

corpus analysis as documented in the following pages and Appendix C, it was determined 

that most of these words had negative semantic prosody. The author of the article 

definitely views the shutdown and the conflict over the government budget as negative.  

However, semantic prosody may not be the source of subjectivity in this article. A 

lot of other negative language was used, including violent metaphoric imagery of the 

budget discussion as fight or war. Words such as “strategy,” “battle,” and “confrontation” 

already have negative emotional connotation and then they place negative semantic 

prosody on the verbs around them.  

The words with semantic prosody impart evaluative harmony and support those 

words in expressing disapproval, but I would not say that the semantic prosody is the 

primary source of the leaning of the article. Regardless, the author takes on a negative, 

emotionally charged, biased attitude of the situation, so he does not really fulfill his 
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journalistic task of remaining neutral, especially as a part of a known neutral 

organization. A summary of the findings for this so-called neutral source are noted in 

Table 4 below. 

Interestingly, a few of the words with the potential for semantic prosody already 

had some negative or positive connotation in their literal definitions, further supporting 

the idea that the author was expressing bias, but giving less support to semantic prosody. 

On the other hand, since a few of the words with semantic prosody were used to 

paraphrase other people, the author could simply be accurately describing what the 

person said, remaining somewhat unbiased since he paraphrased from both sides. 

However, he could have used less charged words, so his descriptions are still a little 

partial. Additionally, because both Democrats and Republicans wanted to come to a 

decision, it is understandable that the author would speak negatively about the stalemate 

regardless of his political leaning. This may not have been the best example if the 

purpose of the project was to determine the author’s political leaning, but it does 

demonstrate that the author uses semantic prosody to express subjectivity. 

  
 Turning Into Acknowledge Deal With Yield Bow To 
Positive 
Collocates 

21 26 8 36 17 

Negative 
Collocates 

58 49 60 34 49 

Neutral 
Collocates 

12 5 15 23 22 

Prosody? Negative Negative Negative None, positive Negative 
Table 4. Neutral Summary 
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Individual Word Analyses 
 
Turning Into 
 

The literal definition of “turning into” simply means to be changed, transformed, 

or converted, but it has a hidden negative meaning that is only evident after analyzing 

corpus data. “Turning into” appeared with lots of violent collocates such as “brutality,” 

“combat,” and “defiance” in sentences similar to “The inner cities at their core are 

turning into crumbling zones of despair because of violence, crack, AIDS, 

unemployment…” “Turning into” also referred to less violent concepts but still 

undesirable things such as cancer, nightmares, and wastelands. Sickness and fear are 

negative personal experiences, and violent actions also cause pain. A full list of KWIC 

lines for this phrase appears for your reference in Appendix C.2. 

Although it has negative semantic prosody, “turning into” didn’t seem to put 

covert negative evaluation onto neutral collocates. For example, “Looking for money 

is turning into a full-time job for many company presidents.” A full-time job could mean 

employment and a way to make money, but here it means something overly time-

consuming. However, it may not be “turning into” that is giving it a negative meaning; it 

could be the nature of looking for money, a search, as inconvenient. Here, “turning into” 

shows evaluative harmony. Showing the opposite prosody, “Consulting gigs have a way 

of turning into full-time jobs in the NFL.” A full-time job can be good or bad, as 

established earlier, but it is good because it is essentially a promotion from a “gig.” 

“Turning into” doesn’t indicate to us that it is bad, as it should if it was using negative 

prosody. We have to analyze the rest of the context of the sentence to get the meaning of 



34 

a full-time job. “Turning into” has negative semantic prosody, but from this evidence it 

serves mainly the purpose of evaluative harmony. 

Interestingly, “turning into” was also used with some positive collocates. For 

example, “feel-good,” “vibrant,” and desirable things such as better jobs and eradication 

of sickness. However, the phrase didn’t appear to put any covert negative evaluation onto 

these words either. Another interesting thing about the corpus data is that “turning into” 

was used frequently to reference events outside the immediate context, i.e., “turning into 

Russia.” Only the speakers in the immediate vicinity who understand current and past 

events would understand those references and could determine if those are good or bad.  

Although there were many more uses of negative collocates with “turning into” 

than positive collocates, giving it negative prosody, it seems to serve simply the purpose 

of evaluative harmony than covert evaluation. “Turning into” appeared in the sentence, 

“The fight over the government shutdown, which entered its third day Thursday, is 

rapidly turning into a two-pronged fiscal confrontation to also avoid a potential default 

after Oct. 17 on the nation's $16.7 trillion debt,” in the article. Like the corpus data, the 

context of the “turning into” in this sentence included many negative words such as 

“confrontation,” “rapidly,” and “fight.” Although it gives evaluative harmony and is 

consistent with the majority of the corpus data, this phrase does not exert any more force 

on the sentence’s prosody than its collocates. In this instance, the author doesn’t rely on 

semantic prosody to express his negative sentiments over the government shutdown; he 

uses other obviously emotionally charged words. “Turning into” supports that with 

negative prosody. Overall, the author believes budget fight is escalating into a bigger 

problem that needs to be resolved soon. 
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Acknowledged 

The literal definition of “acknowledged” is “to recognize or admit the existence or 

truth of something.” Though this definition doesn’t give the word any particular positive 

or negative leaning, addressing its presence in COCA shows that it has negative semantic 

prosody. Appendix C.3 provides the full list of the KWIC lines analyzed in this section. 

 “Acknowledge” appeared in corpus data with a variety of problem words such as 

“problem,” “failure,” and “weaknesses.” People want to be seen as strong and successful, 

so weaknesses, failures, and problems are hindrances to that. Even more violent words 

showed up such as “terrorism,” “attacks,” and “brutal.” As mentioned above, violence is 

negative because it causes pain. Additionally, usually people acknowledge information 

they don’t want to reveal or admit, for example, disease in “It is the first Anglican priest 

in Africa to acknowledge that he is HIV positive.” AIDS is not only a disease, but it 

carries a negative social implication with it. Even positive concepts were shown to be 

acknowledged in the instance of “we're wise to acknowledge miracles.” Although in this 

sentence miracles are positive, the scientific discipline of medicine, which is what was 

being addressed, is cautious to say the cause of something is a miracle. It is not their first 

choice when it comes to a diagnosis; they desire a more logical and scientific answer. 

This is one case in which a positive collocate can still show negative prosody through 

covert evaluation. Another interesting use of “acknowledge” was in the context of awards 

and honors, for example, “acknowledge the first marine to receive the medal of honor.” 

Awards and honors are desirable and therefore positive, but because this use was rare and 

generally takes on more of the literal meaning of the word, “recognize,” this was not used 

to determine the semantic prosody. 
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In the context of the article, “acknowledge” was used with seemingly neutral 

terms such as “agree” and “negotiate” in the sentence, “President Obama and Senate 

Democrats say they will only negotiate on a budget deal after Republicans agree to end 

the shutdown and lift the debt ceiling, but Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 

also acknowledged the two issues were conflating.” However, the words “conflating,” 

“but,” and “issues” tip the somewhat neutral scales and give the sentence evaluative 

harmony consistent with what was found in the corpus. By using “acknowledged,” the 

writer appears to be taking on a condescending tone, implying that he has obvious 

information that the senate majority leader doesn’t, has just either just figured out, or is 

reluctant to admit. In a way, this makes the speaker appear slightly less intelligent than 

the writer. Using negative semantic prosody, the writer reveals that he believes the 

conflating issues of the debt ceiling are negative. 

 
 
Deal With 
 

While “deal with” literally means “to take action or conduct oneself with respect 

to a thing or person, to handle,” it has a negative meaning associated with it when corpus 

data, which are fully listed in Appendix C.4, are analyzed. Common collocates include 

words associated with strained relationships, for example, “strained friendships,” 

“conflicts,” “fears,” and “tensions.” Good relationships and peace between people are 

desirable, but conflicts and tensions indicate there is something wrong or bad between 

them. Fighting is hard and emotionally damaging, so conflicts and tensions are negative. 

Some other collocates address inconvenient and therefore undesirable things such as 

“issues,” “debt,” and “challenges” in sentences similar to, “Nobody wants 
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to deal with Obama's debt, bad economy, and broken promises.” These again are 

roadblocks to otherwise smooth processes, and since they take work to move past, they 

are negative. In other sentences like, “Nabil Elaraby strongly condemned the attacks in a 

statement and urged Iraqi officials to ‘deal with these crimes,’” people had to handle or 

fix violent acts, like “crimes” or “showdowns.” Negative collocates ranged from internal, 

mild emotions to outward expressions of violence.  

Though positive collocates occurred, they were uncommon and usually not in the 

same sentence as “deal with.” They didn’t appear to have any relation to “deal with” 

other than being within several words of it. In other words, they were not the things being 

“dealt with.” “Deal with” didn’t give covert negative evaluation to those positive words, 

but it did for some neutral collocates. For example, in “…front and center on saying we 

need to deal with Medicare and we need to deal with Social Security…” Medicare and 

Social Security are objects that don’t carry any positive or negative meaning. “Deal with” 

projects negative prosody, implying that Medicare and Social Security are time-

consuming inconveniences. 

In the article, the phrase appears in the sentence, “Obama emphasized the stakes 

at an event at a construction company in Rockville, Md., Thursday, saying Washington's 

inability to deal with the looming debt ceiling would be worse than the government 

shutdown.” The way “deal with” was used here lines up with corpus results of negative 

prosody since it was used with the negative collocates “looming,” “worse,” “inability,” 

and “stakes.” All of these negative words, including “deal with,” show that the writer 

believes the debt ceiling and government shutdown are roadblocks, broken things that 

need to be fixed in order to progress. Additionally, they are even worse because the 



38 

sentence depicts no confidence in people to fix it. Not only is the situation bad, but the 

people are incompetent, something people do not want to be called if they are in positions 

of power. However, interestingly the writer seems to be paraphrasing President Obama, 

so this sentence may not be a result of the writer’s own thought process but a reflection of 

Obama’s opinion that Congress is incompetent. If this were the case, the writer may be 

remaining neutral, but he could have remained more neutral by using a more neutral verb 

such as “handle,” “manage,” or “take care of.” Because Obama is a democrat and the 

writer is validating his opinions by continuing to use negative words, in this sentence the 

writer is probably taking on a democratic leaning. 

 
 
Yield 
 

The word “yield” did not appear to have prosody overall, but it provided some 

interesting but complicated results, all of which can be found in Appendix C.5. The 

article used it in the sentence, “A meeting between Obama and congressional leaders late 

Wednesday failed to yield an agreement.” Here, the word literally means “to produce.” 

This was used a lot in the corpus evidence with positive collocates, like money or profit. 

For example, “Putting slot machines at race tracks and Native American lands would 

yield $500 million to $1 billion in the budget period,” and “techniques like 

waterboarding did, in fact, yield fruitful information in the hunt for Osama bin Laden.” 

Collocates such as “fruitful,” “better results,” “cohesive,” and “benefit” are desirable 

because they indicate success and improve the future. However, this use of “yield” also 

had its share of seemingly negative collocates, for example, “staggering blow,” “hunt,” 

and “question” in addition to “drag” and “prosecutions.” Though these words in 
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themselves are negative, they are both good and bad because one side desires to 

accomplish those things while the receiving end does not. Being hit or hunted is painful 

and scary, negative concepts, and producing those actions is still violent, but doing them 

asserts power, a good thing. When the context of the sentences are taken into 

consideration, many of these negative collocates result in justice being carried out, so 

there is definitely some good being expressed with apparently negative words. This is 

potentially covert positive evaluation. 

“Yield” was also used in the corpus to say “give up” or “submit.” With this use, 

collocates included “friendly companionship,” “control,” and “disease,” and you can see 

this in the KWIC lines presented in Appendix C.5. Disease is negative because it is a 

sickness causing pain and weakness. Though friendly companionship may appear to be a 

good thing, in the context of the sentence, “romance and sex must ultimately yield to 

friendly companionship,” this indicates a decrease in intimacy, which is generally 

undesirable. Therefore, when yield means submission, it appears to have negative 

semantic prosody. However, because giving something up tends to imply some sort of 

resistance (you don’t want to let go), this negativity may come from the literal definition. 

For example, control is a good thing because it indicates power, but giving that up is bad. 

If this is the case, semantic prosody may not have as much effect. However, there were 

far fewer instances of this specific use, and it is not how “yield” was used in the context 

of the article. Interestingly, “yield” was also used many times in the context of a list in a 

recipe, for example, “Yield: 6 to 8 servings.” Though this literally means “product” or 

“profit,” because it was not used in a sentence we did not use that data to determine 

prosody.  
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Because there were both positive and negative collocates in the corpus data 

depending on its literal definition, “yield” was determined to have no prosody overall. 

However, when considering only its use as “to produce” that was used in the article, it 

has positive prosody. Following from these results, we can guess that “yield” in the 

article indicates positivity, even though there are negative collocates. For example, 

“failed” in the sentence, “A meeting between Obama and congressional leaders late 

Wednesday failed to yield an agreement,” is negative, but the relationship it has with the 

verb and object of the verb, reveals that “yield” is still positive. An agreement is 

something desirable, but not coming to an agreement, failing, is undesirable because it 

costs money and time. The writer conveys to the audience that an agreement is desirable 

while remaining in the shutdown is undesirable. Because both Democrats and 

Republicans want to stop the shutdown, this doesn’t indicate any political leaning, but it 

does give a hidden evaluation of what the public should also desire. 

 
  
Bow To 
  

The next word with potential semantic prosody is “bow to.” “Bow to” as it was 

used in the article literally means “to yield, submit, or to cause one to do so.” Besides 

other literal uses of this phrase, as in “to lower one’s upper body forward in respect,” and 

“the front end of a boat” (as in, “bow to stern”), it was not used very much in the corpus. 

However, in the use of the phrase meaning submission or giving up, its collocates were 

negative, giving it negative semantic prosody. The collocates are generally undesirable 

things that include violence and discomfort, like “thuggery,” “threats,” and “demand.” 

For example, “Because she bore the Mandela name and refused to bow to the apartheid 
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regime, she suffered years of harassment, banning orders, arrests…” Suffering and 

harassment are painful, undesirable, and therefore negative. Letting them happen only 

means more pain, but in this context they are not as painful as apartheid. To see the full 

list of all the KWIC lines analyzed for this word, please refer to Appendix C.6. 

Though positive collocates appeared with “bow to,” further analysis of the 

sentences reveals that some positive words are actually negative in the sentence. For 

example, in “…respect for the long-term benefits our incredible Colorado environment 

offers, and not bow to promises of increased revenues,” promises, benefits, and increased 

revenues are all desirable, but the rest of the context in the corpus reveals that the author 

was ironically speaking about promises. These promises were not going to be fulfilled, so 

they were a bad thing to submit to and give up the good that the environment already has. 

Therefore, “bow to” still appears to have negative semantic prosody. On the other hand, it 

is somewhat hard to tell if the collocates are actually giving the word semantic prosody or 

if “bow to” actually has literal negative connotation that it’s projecting onto those 

unknown things. Like “yield,” “bow to” has a semantic meaning of submission, which is 

generally negative because it involves giving up some sort of power or pride.  

In the USA Today article, the context of this word was, “House Majority Leader 

Eric Cantor, R-Va., wrote to rank-and-file Republicans in a memo Thursday that he was 

confident Obama and congressional Democrats would eventually bow to negotiations if 

Republicans hold the line.” It would be bad for the Democrats to give up their stance, but 

that submission would mean positive power for Republicans. Because the author was 

paraphrasing a Republican speaker, “bow to” probably takes on a more positive meaning. 

Although this goes against the negative prosody found in the corpus data, this phrase 
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accurately summarizes what both sides probably feel about the issue. Like the use of 

“yield” in the sentence, “A Santorum victory could in Romney's native Michigan could 

yield a staggering blow to Romney's campaign,” “bow to,” indicates the recipient of the 

action does not desire submission while the initiator does. This acknowledgment of both 

sides allows the writer to remain somewhat unbiased even though he is still speaking 

from the perspective of a Republican.  
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Conclusion: 

So What? 

As addressed previously, the purpose of news is to present information about the 

world and events that happen within it. However, not only do certain news sources 

openly express their opinions, they may influence readers through hidden strategies of 

subjectivity, like semantic prosody. All people carry opinions and perspectives with them 

wherever they go, but journalists are supposed to leave them at the door. However, it can 

be very difficult to do that when emotions are deeply embedded in everyday language 

such that we can’t even detect them at first glance. The potential existence of semantic 

prosody in news is so threatening because not only do journalists not always understand 

that they may be using it, but the public does not know their opinions are being 

influenced by it.  

By being consistently used with positive or negative collocates, a seemingly 

neutral word takes on that positive or negative meaning. When this word is then used 

with neutral collocates, it imparts that positive or negative meaning back onto its 

collocates. In this way, semantic prosody acts as a sort of terministic screen, only letting 

the positive or negative aspects of a concept through. This influences the reader or hearer 

to react to those words as positive or negative, and it prevents them from viewing them as 

anything else. Because people are always looking through terministic screens, it is 

difficult to notice how the screens are affecting their thoughts. If they are not aware that 

the words others use influence how they think, they don’t stop to evaluate it and instead 

ignore it, continuing to be covertly influenced by others’ use of language. It is only by 
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removing themselves from the screen that people can see how it works. This is what our 

primary goal was in this study.  

 Our original question was whether an area in which people are supposed to 

remain neutral actually is not neutral because of semantic prosody. Overall, the results 

showed that news does use semantic prosody to express subjectivity. Eleven out of fifteen 

words were found to have negative semantic prosody, while only three were neutral and 

one positive in talking about events surrounding Obamacare. These results go against our 

original hypothesis predicting that liberal and conservative sources will use positive 

prosody to speak about things they support and negative prosody for things they oppose. 

From this finding, it appears that news sources may be spending less time promoting 

things they do support in return for spending more time bashing things they don’t 

support. Additionally, the second part of our hypothesis predicted that known neutral 

sources would use fewer words with prosody than sources regarded as liberal or 

conservative. It is understandable that sources with obvious leanings would use overt 

displays of subjectivity as well as covert strategies of influence, but with neutral sources 

that apparently use less obvious emotional language, hidden displays of subjectivity 

should also be less prevalent. However, this was not the case. USA Today used relatively 

the same amount of semantic prosody as the known biased sources of Fox News and 

NBC News. Additionally, the neutral source used similar violent words to describe the 

discussions over Obamacare between Democrats and Republicans. 

 So how do these results apply to public life? Our findings show that news sources, 

no matter how objective they say they are, do not remain objective because they use 

semantic prosody. Though it would be impractical for journalists to do a similar analysis 
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for every word they want to use in an article, it would be useful for journalists to apply 

these findings by more carefully writing and revising their work. However, remaining 

objective may not be as much a priority as earning money or supporters, so much of the 

weight of applying these results falls on consumers of information. As always, people 

need to be actively involved in the process of consuming news instead of passively 

absorbing it. We need to first acknowledge the bias of the sources we use and then 

actively think about what they are telling us. Picking out every single word that seems 

charged may not be as practical as picking out words that definitely are subjective, but we 

can also pay attention to how we feel about the subject before and after it is reported and 

what may be causing those feelings. Acknowledging what is happening to our feelings 

can help us be more aware of how the words in the news are affecting us. Furthermore, 

we need to get our news from multiple sources in order to get a well-rounded perspective.  

 

Limitations and Objectifications 

After conducting this analysis, a variety of limitations became apparent about our 

method as well as the nature of news. First of all, Obamacare was a very big story that 

was getting coverage from both sides. Before the law went into effect, both sides were 

attempting to negotiate about its details. If the presence of negative prosody indicates 

disapproval, it would make sense that both conservative and liberal sources would use it 

since both sides did not like the fact that progress wasn’t being made. Articles about a 

different subject, potentially one where obviously biased responses would be less likely, 

may have yielded different results more in line with our predictions. In addition to this, 

the three articles didn’t speak on exactly the same event; differences between sources 
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may have been easier to spot if they had reported on the exact same thing. Next, the 

method of choosing words to analyze was not clear or set, so there could be bias because 

certain words may have stood out for some reason, maybe because there was something 

obvious about them that they were negative, for example.   

A couple things that may have confounded our findings may also be related to the 

nature of news as a whole. Most of the time positive events do not get reported, so there 

is a genre bias toward negativity. Negative news is popular because it is usually more 

jarring or attention grabbing than good events. As far as the individual sources are 

concerned, prosody was expected to be used for liberal and conservative sources because 

they somewhat already express bias. We already know they don’t remain objective, so 

our results don’t tell us anything further about them. Choosing three pretty neutral 

sources would have potentially given us more insightful results. However, a comparison 

of prosody in a neutral source versus conservative and liberal sources proved to be 

fruitful in determining that neutral sources are just as subjective as other sources in terms 

of semantic prosody. 
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Appendix: 

The following appendices include the articles in which the words analyzed for 

semantic prosody were found and the KWIC lines that were analyzed for each word. A 

separate appendix is listed for each political leaning: Appendix A for the conservative 

source and all words analyzed for it, Appendix B for the liberal source, and Appendix C 

for the neutral source. An additional appendix, Appendix D, is a set of tables 

summarizing all of our findings. 

     Within each article, words were highlighted for a couple reasons. First, words that 

could have potentially been used for analysis were changed to red font. The words that 

eventually underwent analysis are red font with yellow highlight. A couple sources also 

had frequent use of war metaphor, so words showing that can be seen in green font. The 

sections of the appendices detailing the words analyzed include the literal definition for 

each word, the context in which it appeared in the article, and what semantic prosody it 

was determined to have. Following that are the KWIC lines analyzed to determine 

prosody. The KWIC lines were analyzed by highlighting words with red for negative, 

green for positive, and yellow for neutral collocates. Comments along the side describe 

why some words are negative or positive as well as some other interesting information 

and analysis from the KWIC lines. Additionally, the KWIC lines are organized by 

patterns of neutral, positive, and negative collocates. 
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Appendix A: Conservative 

Appendix A.1: Fox News Article 

Administration to release more data on Obamacare site’s 
progress 

The Obama administration is expected to give a fuller picture 
Sunday of whether it met its self-imposed November 30 
deadline to allow 50,000 people to access the federal 
healthcare exchange website simultaneously.  

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) have scheduled a press 
conference for 9 a.m. to discuss the progress of the site, Healthcare.gov.   

Obama administration officials said Saturday that the site had "performed well" and that 
upgrades overnight Friday had improved response times and reduced errors. The site was 
taken offline between 9 p.m. Friday and 8 a.m. Eastern time Saturday, in addition to its 
regular maintenance window, which falls between 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. Eastern time 
Sunday.  

"With the scheduled upgrades last night and tonight, we're on track to meet our stated 
goal for the site to work for the vast majority of users," CMS spokesman Aaron Albright 
told Fox News earlier Saturday.  

CMS spokeswoman Julie Bataille said the installation of new servers Friday night helped 
improved the response times and error rates, even with heavier-than-usual weekend 
traffic. 

Though President Obama and other administration officials have tried to downplay the 
deadline, saying fixes are an ongoing effort, a lot is riding on the site’s performance this 
weekend, including upcoming elections as well as Americans’ confidence in the president 
and his signature health-care law, which depends on their participation to work. 

The Washington Post reported hours before that the administration was prepared to 
announce Sunday that they have met deadlines for improving HealthCare.gov. However, 
technicians failed to reach the deadline to fix at least some of the glitches, according to 
the newspaper. 

Key: 

Potential Prosody 

Analyzed Prosody 
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Official have repeatedly said in recent weeks that the site would after the deadline be able 
to accommodate the “vast majority” of online shoppers. 

The White House says it's made numerous upgrades in both software and hardware over 
the last month, which also will allow the site to handle more than 800,000 visitors a day. 

Still, in the days leading up to the deadline, the White House and the Department of 
Health and Human Services continued to scale back expectations, saying not to expect 
the site to be 100 percent glitch-free. 

"If there are extraordinarily high spikes in traffic, which exceed the site's capacity, 
consumers will be put in a new, advanced queuing system that will give them an expected 
wait time, or allow them to be notified via when they can return to the site," Bataille said 
Monday. 

Obama recently said he'd consider a "fix" to be successful if 80 percent of the people are 
able to navigate the site without a major problem. 

The nation's largest health insurer trade group said significant problems remain. 

Karen Ignagni, president and CEO of America's Health Insurance Plans, told the 
Associated Press that insurers have complained that enrollment data sent to them from 
the website include too much incorrect, duplicative, garbled or missing information. She 
said the problems must be cleared up to guarantee consumers the coverage they signed up 
for effective Jan. 1. 

The first big test of the repaired website probably won't come for another couple of 
weeks, when an enrollment surge is expected as consumers rush to meet a Dec. 23 
deadline so their coverage can kick in on the first of the year. 

Avoiding a break in coverage is particularly important for millions of people whose 
current individual policies were canceled because they don't meet the standards of the 
health care law, as well as for a group of about 100,000 in an expiring federal program 
for high-risk patients. 

Democrats and Republicans will be closely watching the site this weekend. With the 
midterm elections less than a year away, it's vital to Democrats that the site lives up to 
expectations the president set. Republicans have already suggested they'll launch 
coordinated attacks linking every congressional Democrat up for re-election to the 
Affordable Care Act. 
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In the House, the effort, based around dozens of votes to repeal the law, is about denying 
Democrats the 17-seat gain they would need to win back the majority. In the Senate, it's 
about gaining the six seats Republicans need to take control of that chamber. 

It was announced earlier this week that Families USA, a self-proclaimed non-partisan 
organization, has been given a $1.1 million grant to establish a database of ObamaCare 
"success stories." 

Families USA received the money from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation on Oct. 4. 
The grant is meant to help Families USA expand the database of “real people” sharing 
their stories of enrolling in ObamaCare. 

News of the grant has been revealed in the same week that the White House announced 
two more delays related to the president's landmark health care reform law. 

On Wednesday, it was announced that it would delay the launch of an online portal to the 
health insurance marketplace for small businesses until November 2015. Officials said 
that the decision to delay the launch had been taken because making repairs to the federal 
health exchange site, Healthcare.gov took priority. 

The administration also announced that the launch of a Spanish-language sign-up tool 
would have to be postponed. 

In recent weeks, the White House has also pushed back the enrollment deadline for 
individuals to December 23, given businesses with more than 50 workers until 2015 to 
provide required health insurance without paying a penalty, and moved the deadline date 
for individuals to avoid penalties for failing to get coverage back for six weeks. 

There was also an announced schedule change in next year's open enrollment season. It 
will start on Nov. 15, 2014, a month later than originally scheduled, and finish on Jan. 15, 
2015, about five weeks later than originally planned. 
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Appendix A.2: Reduce 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: make smaller or less in amount, degree, or size 

 
Context: Obama administration officials said Saturday that the site had 
“performed well” and that upgrades overnight Friday had improved response 
times and reduced errors. 

  
Semantic Prosody: POSITIVE 
 

KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 
*Note: With “reduce” if there are negative collocates it makes the overall sematic 
prosody positive because it is reducing negative things which is ultimately positive  

1993: NEWS  
Atlanta 

city government actions. # To improve coverage, he wrote, " 
1. Reduce advertising or increase stories. 2. More letters to editor on 
local issues. 

2010: NEWS  
NYTimes 

number of news organizations that reveal the painstaking efforts by the 
United States to safely reduce the population of the Guantanamo Bay 
prison in Cuba so that it could eventually be 

2004: NEWS  
CSMonitor 

But they can increase performance through lower drag coefficients. " # 
To more effectively reduce drag, water must be kept attached to the 
body surface for as long as 

1990: SPOK 
ABC_Brinkley 

We're going to have to find ways to reduce the deficit in order 
to reduce interest rates and have a stable economy. And we're going to 
have to 

1993: NEWS  
CSMonitor 

from the Tumen River delta in Russia. Tumen area development is 
certain to drastically reduce and degrade this critical habitat. # The 
potential ramifications of TRADP extend far beyond 

1992: NEWS  
USAToday 

watchers' lexicon: soft landing. It meant the Fed was trying to 
gradually reduce economic growth to control inflation - without causing 
a recession. Nobody had tried that 

2000: NEWS  
NYTimes 

pay. # Yet another provision being considered would go further, 
allowing employers to reduce workers' regular pay and make up the 
difference in bonuses. Employees' total 

2002: SPOK  
NPR_ATCW 

in Boeing to survive, there are very few businesses in the world that 
can reduce their volume, their sales, by 50 percent and 
survive. NELSON: Mulally 

1994:SPOK 
NPR_Morning 

Bailey sp, who has three grandchildren at the school, says the move 
will reduce tensions. MARY BAILEY, Grandchildren go to Randolph 
High School: It helps, 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [1]: Advertising can either be 
positive or negative, depending on which side 
is interpreting it, therefore it is a neutral 
collocate.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [2]: In this KWIC line there is 
actually two cases of the word reduce, one 
with a positive collocate and one with a 
negative collocate. So this KWIC line has no 
overall semantic prosody.  
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [3]: The critical habitat is being 
reduced in this case and habitats, espically 
critical ones, are positive because different 
types of animals live in them.  
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [4]: The next three KWIC lines 
reduce something to do with the economy: 
reducing economic growth, workers’ pay, and 
sales. All are positive collocates. 
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2009: SPOK 
NBC_Matthew
s 

how... MATTHEWS: How's that work? How does having a government 
option reduce the price of buying insurance from a commercial 
company? Mr-IGNATIUS: The argument is 

1996: SPOK  
PBS_Newshou
r 

GOV-THOMPSON: Wisconsin we sort of led the way, we've been able 
to reduce the welfare caseload by 1/3. MS-HUNTER-GAULT: So 
you'll get a bill this year 

1998: SPOK  
CNN_KingWk
nd 

the brain. They give them most pleasure in the beginning... KING: 
And reduce pain. B-MOYERS:... and reduce pain and they... KING: I 
mean 

2011: SPOK  
THE ED 
SHOW  

've been very clear and very much on the same page. We want 
to reduce spending, we want to reform entitlements and we want to find 
a way that 

1995: SPOK  
NPR_ATC 

. The state of Maine was obliged, under the Clean Air Act, 
to reduce auto emissions in part by making auto emissions tests much 
more rigorous - centralized test 

2003: SPOK  
NPR_Morning 

social support in patients who have had a heart attack would also 
improve survival and reduce their risk of a future heart 
attack. SILBERNER: So they identified 2,500 heart 

1997: NEWS  
USAToday 

S &P; 500 this year. # Advisers counter that their main job is 
to reduce risk and put investors in the right investments, not beat the S 
&P; 500 

2011: SPOK  
CBS_NewsMo
rn 

Coming up after your local news on CBS THIS MORNING, how losing 
weight can reduce your risk of breast cancer. I'm Terrell Brown. This is 
the CBS 

2012: SPOK  
ABC_ThisWee
k 

capital gains tax effectively going to help the economy? It's not going 
to reduce the deficit. And it might even increase it, if it replaces the 
alternative 

1998: SPOK  
PBS_Newshou
r 

Soviet Union and improved relations between Russia and the United 
States provided new opportunities to reduce the number of nuclear 
warheads on both sides. The Start I Treaty, signed 

2005: NEWS  
Denver 

have lived here for five years could pay in-state college tuition. This 
would greatly reduce high school dropout rates because undocumented 
students would be able to foresee a better future 

2001: NEWS  
Chicago 

to our national security in these troubling times and would help secure 
our need to reduce our dependence on foreign oil. # If the interior 
secretary is interested in national 

2002: NEWS  
CSMonitor 

is headed for a stable population. That, at least in theory, 
could reduce the border-crossing pressures on the Mexican-American 
border. That's just one of the intriguing 

2009: NEWS  
AssocPress 

has both moral and spiritual dimensions. " # So let us work together 
to reduce the number of women seeking abortions, let's reduce 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [5]: Price of buying insurance is 
negative because it is a costs money, which is 
considered negative to most people. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [6]: Pain is a negative. No one 
likes pain. Therefore, by reducing pain, this 
shows positive semantic prosody. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [7]: Auto emissions are bad 
because they pollute the air.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [8]: Risks are negative, epically 
when collocated with medical problems like 
heart attacks and breast cancer. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [9]: Deficit are negative because 
it means there is a shortage of something. In 
this case there is a shortage of money which is 
bad. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [10]: High school dropout rates 
are a negative thing being reduced. They are 
negative because it brings a negative 
connotation to society because we won’t have 
a skilled workforce if there is a high dropout 
rate.  
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [11]: In this specific sentence, 
the number of abortions and unintended 
pregnancies are portrayed as negative. By 
saying the pregnancies are “unintended” it 
gives it a negative connotation because they 
were not planned and might not be wanted. 
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unintended pregnancies. Let's 
2008: NEWS  
NYTimes 

saying it reflected not only a moral imperative, but also the best chance 
to reduce costs and improve quality. //' I know that there are a lot of 

2005: NEWS  
Atlanta 

Mark Hurd, named in March, has made no secret of his intent 
to reduce expenses, telling analysts in May that HP's cost structure is " 
off benchmark 

 
  



55 

Appendix A.3: Told 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: past participle of ‘tell’ - to communicate information, facts, or 
news to someone in spoken or written words 

 
Context: “With the scheduled upgrades last night and tonight, we're on track to 
meet our stated goal for the site to work for the vast majority of users,” CMS 
spokesman Aaron Albright told Fox News earlier Saturday. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 
 

KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 
2004: SPOK 
CBS_48Hours 

has been more of a challenge. JEAN-CLAUDE-MULLEZ: Andanson wasnt in 
Paris. He told me his timetable. We checked it out and found it to be accurate. 

204: SPOK 
CNN_King 

CALLER Did you mean Nashville? That would be me KING Nashville? I 
was told Memphis. But they're not that far apart. Go ahead CALLER Close 
enough 

2011: SPOK 
NBC_Dateline 

Yeah. ALEX: Some people do that, yeah. HANSEN: (Voiceover) Later, 
Alex told us selling bath salts is no worse than selling alcohol or 
tobacco. (Hansen-talking-to- HANSEN: 

1996: SPOK 
CBS_Sixty 

: You mean in shutting down abandoned houses? Det-ROSS: Right. And 
I told him that there was other methods, and he should have util -- utilized 
those 

2008: SPOK 
PBS_Newshou
r 

forces had even gone to this place. They, when I interviewed them, told me that 
they routinely do find that the terrain is different, but they had 

1994: NEWS 
WashPost 

that good. # But a young white prosecutor named Bobby DeLaughter, who 
has told reporters he never heard of the Evers case until after he graduated from 
Ole Miss 

2007: NEWS 
Atlanta 

resources on the Internet. Judy McGrath, the chief executive of MTV 
Networks, told staff in a memo on Monday that the company would " refine 
our business and 

1990: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

they know their two children. # So I stifled a few double-takes when 
Killian told me not to come in June (" It'll be too high and muddy 

1995: NEWS 
Atlanta 

the condo flew, not a warning. " # McGrath said a lifeguard later told him that 
a sign explaining the flag system had been taken down for the night 

1993: SPOK 
ABC_DayOne 

these days? Mr. McCLOSKEY: Real hard HOCKENBERRY Are you praying 
that Benny Powell told you the truth, or are you praying that Benny Powell's 
okay in the 

1993: NEWS . # SUNG in a monotone voice, the songs celebrated food and water, told of 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [12]: Memphis is a city, so it 
can’t have a positive or negative connotation.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [13]: This and all of the 
following neutral KWIC lines are neutral 
because there is not enough context in the 
sentence to know if what is being told is 
positive or negative.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [14]: Telling the truth is a 
positive thing because people appreciate 
knowing the truth. 
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CSMonitor strange dreams about good fortune, or of days when a man should not 
1990: NEWS 
CSMonitor 

friends bubbled over with delight, telling me, " Just think, they both told me 
they loved me. " # I could have told her this was not 

2050: SPOK 
ABC_GMA 

graphics: spellings JAKE-TAPPER-# (Voice-Over) The brand new secretary of 
education, Margaret Spellings, told PBS she has " very serious concerns. " " 
Many parents, " she 

1993: SPOK 
Ind_Geraldo 

Go ahead. Talk. Go ahead. BETH: And years later, he told me that he didn't 
want to ruin the moment, so he didn't 

2007: SPOK 
NBC_Dateline 

DATELINE extraordinary access to the Meredith Kercher murder file. 
Chillingly, the CSI director told DATELINE how he believes Meredith died, a 
detail not reported until now. He 

1995: SPOK 
NPR_ATC 

. Other reservations have even worse problems than Shoalwater Bay, one 
government Indian specialist told me. Herb Whitish is just a big whiner. Back 
at the reservation, 

2007: SPOK 
NBC_MeetPres
s 

You know, in, in, in, in the millennium period, we told the president of the 
United States five to 50 attacks against the United States. 

2003: SPOK 
NBC_Today 

understand, which is bothering that President Bush and his advisers is that the 
French told them very openly, first, they don't understand the need for a new 

2003: SPOK 
Ind_Oprah 

Oh, she -- she begged me -- she begged me to, but I told her, you know, I can't 
be in a marriage with her father 

2012: NEWS 
Atlanta 

Harvard. # While the cost may be as low as $100 billion, he told the U.S. 
Senate in 2009 that the problem could siphon off as much as $500 

2004: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

referred to as " the clear. " # The Chronicle has reported that 
Conte told government investigators he had provided banned substances to two 
U.S. Olympic gold medalists, Marion 

2012: NEWS 
Chicago 

in the middle of a block instead of at the corners. I was always told that this 
was not safe, and I received a ticket for doing this in 

2002: NEWS 
Atlanta 

Rocky Balboa acting as a gangster's ineffectual debt collection service. # " 
He told me I'd never make it as a collector, " Wepner said. " 

2002: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

court hearing over a property dispute, Hilgeman said she turned to her lawyer 
and told him, " I think he's going to try and pull something. " 

1996: NEWS 
Atlanta 

Frances Virginia left an impression on other children of the time. " One 
girl told me she stole these tea room pencils because she thought they were 
magic, " 

 

  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [15]: Love is always a positive 
thing. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [16]: Telling how someone died 
might be helpful for a case, but it is negative 
because death in general is a negative thing.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [17]: Attacks against the US are 
the negative thing being told in this case.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [18]: Problems are a negative 
thing because they are present a situation that 
is hard to deal with.  

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [19]: Telling someone they will 
never make it as collector is not a very nice 
thing because that might have been their 
greatest hope and then their dreams get 
crushed.  
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [20]: Stealing is negative 
because it is taking something that does not 
belong to you. 
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Appendix A.4: Downplay 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: to make (something) appear less important than it really is 

 
Context: Though President Obama and other administration officials have tried to 
downplay the deadline, saying fixes are an ongoing effort, a lot is riding on the 
site’s performance this weekend, including upcoming elections as well as 
Americans’ confidence in the president and his signature health-care law, which 
depends on their participation to work. 
 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 
 

KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 
2006: SPOK 
PBS_Tavis 

in the first place. So all of these ways in which we assimilate or downplay our 
difference in order to fit into the mainstream are what's encompassed within the 

1999: NEWS 
Atlanta 

hanging baskets. 5. Changing the paint color on a house and fence 
to downplay the structures and highlight the garden. 6. Defining areas, or " 
rooms 

1996: NEWS 
USAToday 

looking for. " # Critics say many mainstream ad agency executives are 
technophobic and downplay New Media's role in advertising's future. That can 
be a turnoff to 

2000: SPOK 
CNN_Reliable 

. There was a minimum of overhyping of this or that, an attempt 
to downplay even the demonstrations and to not overhype it. I think that there 
were lessons 

2010: NEWS 
WashPost 

dismally in a straw poll of Ward 4 Democrats, and his campaign sought 
to downplay the result, saying that the straw poll attracted a motivated crowd 
of party regulars 

2003: SPOK 
CNN_Zahn 

not too ago, and they said the Pentagon went out of its way to downplay the 
story and correct a lot of the misimpressions that were created by a very 

1999: SPOK 
Fox_Hume 

billion themselves. JEFF-BIRNBAUM- " FO: Well, I think that you 
shouldn't downplay the Republicans' victory not touching the Social Security 
surplus. Unlike other years, 

2002: SPOK 
CNN_Crossfire 

It complains that September 11 has given the U.s. and its allies an excuse 
to downplay the importance of human rights in the interest of security. 
Stepping into the crossfire 

2003: NEWS 
Houston 

to throttle back now because of Tehran's political sensibilities. # Al-Attiyah 
tried to downplay the discord Monday in his comments suggesting the OPEC 
countries are committed to ensuring supplies 

1998: SPOK 
Ind_Geraldo 

realized the seriousness of -- seriousness of it. But I don't want to downplay the 
fact that my case is ridiculous. Of course it goes -- goes from 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [21]: Difference between people 
can be positive or negative depending on the 
situation they are in. In this case, it is neuatral 
because we don’t know enough about the 
situation to say otherwise. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [22]: Demonstrations can be 
good or bad. Here there is not enough context 
clues to know if this is positive or negative.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [23]: Here the story is neutral 
because there is not enough context to the 
situation to know if it is a positive story or 
negative. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [24]: Human rights are positive 
it is a right that is believed to belong justifiably 
to every person. So having basic human rights 
is a good thing. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [25]: Referring to the case as 
ridiculous shows the speaker thinks of the case 
as negative. 
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1990: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

these physicians, many of whom advertise, to pay their overhead, " 
they downplay the risks and charge outrageous fees, " says Dr. Mark Gorney, a 
San 

1993: SPOK 
ABC_Primetim
e 

problem started back in 1990 when she wrote this memo accusing Monsanto of 
trying to downplay the risk of cancer to its chemical workers. When she leaked 
a copy to 

2008: NEWS 
Chicago 

. # Irony is all over the place. Gerber and Moss are wise to downplay the 
obvious absurdity in sight. After the exercise ends, the fates of role 

1999: NEWS 
USAToday 

problem -- that whichever company gets Microsoft CEO Bill Gates dominates. 
While government lawyers downplay both concerns, legal experts say 
company breakups are rare, and this one could 

1992: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

traffic of the psychotherapy offices. " # PHAN members and other conforming 
building owners downplay the hysteria. The therapists, they claim, will be 
replaced by residents who 

2008: SPOK 
Fox_Gibson 

trying to shake off his comments about people living in small towns, trying 
to downplay a potentially serious and damaging situation for his campaign. 
Listen in. (BEGIN-VIDEO-CLIP) OBAMA-: 

2011: SPOK 
Fox_Baier 

he did the best job somebody in his position could do today, trying 
to downplay this whole growing scandal and suggests that really this was a 
scheduling conflict and nothing 

1998: SPOK 
CBS_PublicEy
e 

it turned out officers were involved. Mr-FORD: The administration in 
Washington wanted to downplay this as much as possible. (Footage-of-
nationa) SCHLESINGER: (Voiceover) Five low-level Salvadoran national 
guardsmen 

2004: SPOK 
Fox_Hume 

viable country and that doesn't break into civil war. SCHULTZ: Kurdish 
leaders downplay that scenario saying everyone's end goal is a stable Iraq and 
that hard negotiations 

1996: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

, after all, so far a minuscule threat. # " I don't downplay it is a threat and it 
should be fought, " he added. " 

2003: SPOK 
CNN_Q&A 

of the press seeking to get the full picture of the epidemic even as 
officials downplay the problem. In early April, the health minister told the 
press the SARS 

2001: NEWS 
Houston 

she's watching her P's and Q's. " # Zellweger prefers to downplay all the press 
carping. # " I was aware of it for about three 

  
1996: NEWS 
USAToday 

And it's not even clear that the up trend has reversed. Most 
experts downplay any comparisons to the' 87 crash, which ended with the 
Dow's worst 

1991: SPOK 
ABC_20/20 

of her house lately, and nasty phone calls. She says she tries to downplay it and 
she says that she considers the opposition simply ignorant, but she does 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [26]: Risks are generally thought 
of to be a bad/negative thing. Especially in this 
case when it is collocated with cancer which is 
also negative. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [27]: If someone is concerned 
about something, it means they are worried and 
that is a negative thing. 
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [28]: Hysteria is negative 
because it causes confusion and chaos. 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [29]: Situations aren’t 
necessarily negative, but because it is also 
collocated with serious and damaging, this 
situation is shown to be negative. 
Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [30]: The collocate of scandal is 
negative because scandals are thought to be 
morally or legally wrong.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [31]: The “scenario” that is 
being downplayed in this sentence is the civil 
war, and war is obviously a negative collocate.  
Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [32]: Threats are negative 
because show the intention of inflicting pain, 
injury or damage.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [33]: To carp means to complain 
about trivial matters, therefore press carping is 
negative because people are complaining about 
things that don’t really matter.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [34]: If just phone calls was 
listed as the collocate, then this would be 
neutral, but because they are “nasty” phone 
calls, this collocate now becomes negative.  
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2001: NEWS 
Atlanta 

Department of Transportation and our own elected officials that for years. # 
Our politicians downplay or even view with derision other transportation 
options in hopes that the Northern Arc is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [35]: Derision is ridiculing or 
mocking which are both bad, which makes this 
collocate negative.  
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Appendix A.5: Scale Back 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: to reduce or make a reduction in the level of activity, extent, 
numbers, etc. 

 
Context: Still, in the days leading up to the deadline, the White House and the 
Department of Health and Human Services continued to scale back expectations, 
saying not to expect the site to be 100 percent glitch-free. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

  
KWIC Lines:	  	     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 
*Note: With “scale back” if there are positive collocates it makes the overall sematic 
prosody negative because it is scaling back positive things which is ultimately negative 

2001: NEWS 
WashPost 

us. " # Throughout the talks, significant pressure was placed on Snowe 
to scale back her proposal to allow the working poor to claim the $ 500-per-
child credit, 

2003: NEWS 
Atlanta 

the first change in plans for Glenwood Park. Developers announced in March 
they would scale back the number of apartments by half because of the 
sluggish economy. # -- 

1991: NEWS 
NYTimes 

The nation's biggest auto maker becomes the latest American corporation to be 
forced to scale back its operations because of the recession and a fundamental 
restructuring of industries like transporation 

1992: NEWS 
AssocPress 

bases. # It is no simple contradiction. As they prepare to close 
or scale back some 70 military bases, Pentagon officials also say more open 
land is needed 

2012: 
SPOKPBS_Ne
wsHour 

still the only way European nations could recover. She dismissed calls to 
abandon or scale back the plans. In Britain, thousands of police officers and 
other public sector 

2008: SPOK 
PBS_Newshou
r 

Canada and Mexico will halt work starting in January. G.M. says it plans 
to scale back production by 250,000 vehicles for the first three months of 2009. 
The Supreme 

2006: SPOK 
NPR_Saturday 

allies. If casualties continue to mount, Harper may be forced to at 
least scale back the deployment, something that he actually opened the door to 
just after Karzai 

2004: SPOK 
NPR_ATCW 

to get. HORSLEY: While high gas prices have not forced most people 
to scale back their weekend travel plans, some businesses worry they may try 
to compensate in 

1990: NEWS 
USAToday 

# The NCAA kicked off the reform movement in January, when it voted 
to scale back spring football practice and shorten the basketball season by three 
games. A modest 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [36]: The collocate proposal is 
neutral because we do not know whether this 
proposal is a good or bad thing in the eyes of 
the listeners. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [37]: A military base is just a 
location, therefore it can’t have a positive or 
negative connotation.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [38]: Production could be 
considered a positive thing in the eyes of the 
company, but if you do not like what is being 
produced it is negative. Therefore production 
is a neutral collocate.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [39]: Football practice is a 
neutral collocate because it just something that 
is required to be on a football team. 
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2011: NEWS 
CSMonitor 

employees, " says Solis. # A push to give federal incentives to companies 
that scale back employees hours rather than lay off workers. The 
administration backs such " work 

2000: NEWS 
Denver 

individuals. # The group was successful in influencing New Mexico's Game 
Commission to scale back the number of elk permits it plans to issue for the 
2000-01 season. 

2005: NEWS 
Chicago 

. # When women bring home the biggest paycheck, it cramps their ability 
to scale back to do more parenting. # Men, on the other hand, are 

2010: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

had lost their filibuster-proof Senate majority, President Obama publicly hinted 
that he might vastly scale back his ambitions on health care, and top House 
Democrats all but declared the 

1998: NEWS 
USAToday 

30 million a year, prompting nursing home insurers to increase premiums and 
deductibles and scale back coverage. # A decade ago, the specialty that vaulted 
Wilkes to prominence 

2011: NEWS 
AssocPress 

straight month in January. But the second-largest holder of U.S. Treasury bonds 
will likely scale back its purchases of foreign holdings, and even sell off some, 
in coming 

2002: NEWS 
USAToday 

acres, including Challis, from roads and development. # Bush: Moving 
to scale back protection. # 4. Oil and gas drilling in area with abundant wildlife 

2003: SPOK 
CNN_LiveFro
m 

less of a benefit for wealthy seniors. What they would do is they 
would scale back some of the drug benefit for seniors who make more than 
$60,000 a year 

2011: SPOK 
Fox_Sunday 

politically unpalatable choice of cutting entitlements. As a Democrat, are you 
willing to scale back on benefits for Social Security and Medicare and 
Medicaid? WARNER: Well, 

2001: SPOK 
CNN_Politics 

considered. Democrats have already offered more than 20 amendments, most of 
them to scale back the tax cuts for the wealthy. They've all failed, but 
Democrats 

2009: SPOK 
PBS_NewsHou
r 

executive pay came as Kenneth Feinberg, the administrations executive 
compensation overseer, pressed to scale back bonuses at AIG. The financial 
services and insurance firm received $180 billion in 

2001: SPOK 
NPR_ATC 

barrier to South American agricultural products. Rafer says the FTAA must 
force Washington to scale back aid for US farmers. Brazilian steelmakers have 
a similar complaint. They say 

1999: SPOK 
CNN_Talkback 

you mean by appropriate measures? CONLIN: Well, the appropriate measures 
being to scale back our celebration. And remember, we have a celebration 
that's been going 

1991: SPOK 
ABC_Jennings 

to wind up nine billion dollars in the black. Several countries are expected 
to scale back their contributions because the war was shorter than expected and 
even now Congress is 

2009: SPOK to go into private investment. PAUL-KRUGMAN-1 " NE# Well, that's when 

Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [40]: For people who hunt, elk 
permits are a good thing. So in this case they 
are scaling back on a positive thing.  
Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [41]: The ability to do more 
parenting is a good thing because kids need a 
good parental figure in their lives to learn 
from. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [42]: Protection is a good thing 
because it means to keep (something) safe. 
This is positive because being safe is desirable 
for survival.  
Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [43]: Benefits are positive are a 
positive outcome or gain as a result of 
something else. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [44]: “Tax cuts,” “aid,” and 
“bonuses” are a good thing if you are the one 
receiving them. These are all associated with 
getting money, which is a good thing.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [45]: Celebrations are good 
because they are happy and people like to 
celebrate things.  



62 

ABC_ThisWee
k 

you scale back the budget deficit. DOCTOR-NOURIEL-ROU# But in other 
countries actually the interest that is 

1995: NEWS 
NYTimes 

costs, most investment managers charge a flat fee of 1 percent of assets 
and scale back fees for larger accounts. # T. Rowe Price, the big fund company 

 
  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [46]: Fees are bad because they 
charge money and people don’t enjoy paying 
money. 
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Appendix A.6: Launch 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: to start or set in motion (an activity or enterprise) profit  
 
Context: With the midterm elections less than a year away, it's vital to Democrats 
that the site lives up to expectations the president set. Republicans have already 
suggested they'll launch coordinated attacks linking every congressional 
Democrat up for re-election to the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Semantic Prosody: NEUTRAL (In the register of spoken it was NEUTRAL and in 
the register of news it was POSITIVE.) 

  
KWIC Lines:	  	      Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2010: SPOK 
ABC_Nightline 

its fifth season and in June, Kourtney and Khloe's spinoff in Miami 
will launch its second season. Busy girls. CYNTHIA-MCFADDEN-
# (Off-camera) When we come back, a 

1992: SPOK 
PBS_Newshour 

seven-member crew conducted laboratory experiments and tested a 
miniature space greenhouse. The next shuttle launch is scheduled for later 
this month. MS-WOODRUFF: Longtime CBS newsman Eric Sevareid died 

2000: SPOK 
CNN_SunMorn 

213399 KYRA PHILLIPS, CNN ANCHOR: Last-minute preparations are 
being made to launch the first full-time crew of the International Space 
Station. The crew is scheduled to 

2004: NEWS 
NYTimes 

In October Brazil signed a similar agreement to allow Ukraine to use the 
base to launch satellites atop its Cyclone rockets. But the accord requires 
Brazil to invest $80 million 

2010: SPOK 
PBS_NewsHour 

allocate capital. We raise. We do -- we put companies together. 
We launch new businesses. PAUL-SOLMAN: So, thats how Goldman 
Sachs is supposedly making money 

2012: SPOK 
ABC_20/20 

a job at the State Department of Insurance. She's positioning herself 
beautifully to launch her own political career. At least that's how it looks 
on the outside 

2006: SPOK 
CBS_FaceNation 

theyre watching this with some difficulty. Syria really isnt in a position 
today to launch a war against Israel. Everybody knows that. But I do think 
that in 

2002: SPOK 
CBS_SixtyII 

! MARTIN: So all of that bombing and he still had the capability 
to launch chemical weapons against the U.S.? ! DUELFER: Oh, 
absolutely. 

2012: SPOK 
CBS_NewsEve 

pirate booty. The brains and muscle of the operations merely use the 
villages to launch their attacks and keep their hostages well away from the 
coast. (END-VIDEOTAPE) D'AGATA: 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [47]: This and the next two 
KWIC lines contain things physically being 
launched (into space): a “shuttle,” a “crew of 
the International Space Station,” and 
“satellites.” These are neutral because it isn’t 
really a good thing or a bad thing that they are 
going to space.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [48]: A new business is a 
positive thing because it means a new phase of 
someone’s life is starting which is very 
exciting. It could also lead to a profit of the 
business.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [49]: War is negative because in 
wars people get hurt and die which is bad.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [50]: Most of the things 
launched in the spoken register were violent 
things. For example, in the following KWIC 
lines “attacks,” “raids,” “strikes,” 
“retaliations,” and “missiles” were launched. 
All of these are negative because they are 
violent.  
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1990: SPOK 
PBS_Newshour 

to the U.S. today. Radical Palestinian Leader Abu Abbas said that his group 
will launch raids against the U.S. and its allies if Iraqi planes are attacked. 
Abbas, 

1991: SPOK 
PBS_Newshour 

might wait? He's usually a man who takes the initiative and he 
might launch his own pre-emptive strike. GEN-WICKHAM: Both of those 
scenarios I think are reasonable 

2012: SPOK 
PBS_NewsHour 

elimination of prominent figures from the nuclear project and, therefore, 
would order, launch a sort of retaliation, without taking responsibility, not 
firing missiles, but bombing 

2012: SPOK 
CNN_Burnett 

workplace. But more importantly, the way this does help trial lawyers or 
lawyers launch lawsuits is that these rulings are very unclear. Exactly, 
what would constitute a 

  
2011: NEWS 
Denver 

have to sell, " said Sean Conway, a Weld County commissioner who 
helped launch a " Niobrara Working Group " to deal with water and other 
issues.  

2006: NEWS 
Denver 

Quiznos chief Rick Schaden is partnering with former Quiznos executive 
vice president Brooksy Smith to launch 1-2-3 Fit. The fledgling Denver 
chain of franchised fitness centers has grown to 13 

1999: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

. # IDG's familiar brand, pervasive book racks and online presence have 
helped launch other best-sellers. These include Eric Tyson's " Investing for 
Dummies " and " 

2010: NEWS 
CSMonitor 

Prime Minister Saad Hariri told reporters in Cairo on Sunday. " How can 
you launch peace negotiations with the Palestinians while holding military 
maneuvers? " # Meanwhile, as 

2011: NEWS 
USAToday 

by her caring for the underserved, her daughter said. Leet launched or 
helped launch several humanitarian organizations, including Trickle Up, 
which funds start-up small businesses. Her 

2006: NEWS 
WashPost 

" That a shoestring flick about real life could be picked up by Miramax 
and launch the career for a college dropout was deeply inspiring. # " This 
was a 

2003: NEWS 
Atlanta 

boost it into space. # Steve Cook, deputy director of the next 
generation launch technology program at the Marshall Space Flight Center 
in Huntsville, Ala., says it 

1993: NEWS 
SanFranChron 

years, both Willison and Dean moved to First Interstate. There, Dean 
helped launch a successful marketing plan in which small banks 
nationwide signed up to use the First 

2002: NEWS 
AssocPress 

national election six months after the next national council, setting the stage 
for the launch of a democratically elected government in Afghanistan. # 
There are numerous challenges to be 

2002: NEWS The Department of Labor and the International Mass Retail Association 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [51]: A lawsuit is negative 
because it means someone is being taken to 
court by someone else for some perceived 
wrong doing. This is negative for the side 
being taken to court and for the side that had 
the wrong doing against them. 

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [52]:  Many of the things 
launched in the register of news were positive. 
Looking at these KWIC lines some examples 
are “best-sellers,” “peace negotiations,” 
“humanitarian organizations,” and a “career.” 
All of these are positive things that people 
want, like or desire.  

Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [53]: A marketing program 
would be neutral just by itself, but because it is 
also collocated with “successful” it becomes 
positive because to be successful is to 
accomplish something.  
Huth, Breanna� 12/17/2013 11:49 AM
Comment [54]: In the United States of 
America, we consider a democratically elected 
government to be a good/positive thing. 
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CSMonitor teamed up last week to launch YouthRules! (www.youthrules.gov), a 
nationwide campaign to highlight job opportunities for youths 

 
  



66 

Appendix B: Liberal 

Appendix B.1: NBC News Article 

In the messaging war on Obamacare, both sides get personal 
By Gabriel Debenedetti 
 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Wayne Dofflemyer is no fan of 
Obamacare. 
Because of President Barack Obama's healthcare overhaul, 
Dofflemyer's insurance company dropped the 70-year-old 
retiree's doctor from its network this year.  
 
Dofflemyer, who credits the doctor with saving his life when he had a ruptured colon in 
2012, switched to a different insurer for about the same price in order to stay with his 
doctor. 
 
But Dofflemyer, of Hudson, Florida, said that he was still angry enough about the hassle 
of changing insurers to complain to his Republican senator - Marco Rubio, a vocal critic 
of the Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare. 
 
Mark Sullivan, a 31-year-old Texan, is just as passionate in defending the policy. He says 
he managed to sign up for coverage on the program's technically challenged website, 
HealthCare.gov, and will save enough money on health insurance to help him start a 
"business intelligence" website service. 
 
In Washington, Dofflemyer and Sullivan's stories have become part of the messaging war 
over Obamacare, as Republicans and White House-led Democrats spar over whether the 
technical problems with the program's web site should lead to a broader reconsideration 
of the effort to help millions of uninsured and underinsured Americans. 
 
Allies of Obama's administration, besieged by criticism from Republicans who oppose 
the healthcare law and see an opportunity to undermine it, have fired off a barrage of 

Key: 

Potential Prosody 

Analyzed Prosody 

War Metaphor 
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press releases and social media posts with stories like Sullivan's, touting the virtues of the 
healthcare law. 
 
Senate Republicans and conservative groups have fired back with stories such as 
Dofflemyer's. Their aim is to cast the healthcare law as an expensive job-killer that, 
despite Obama's promises to the contrary, will force millions of Americans into unwanted 
- and sometimes more expensive - changes in their coverage. 
 
For both sides, the idea is to cut through the political rhetoric and arguments over 
bureaucratic failings in Washington and present personal, touching anecdotes that support 
their side of the Obamacare story and resonate across America. 
 
The White House on Monday shared four anecdotes from people like Sullivan whose 
insurance coverage had improved under the law, which was passed in 2010 and approved 
by the U.S. Supreme Court last year. 
 
The president tried to inspire a gathering of the pro-Obama group Organizing for Action 
(OFA) by telling the story of Kentucky's Jeffrey Huff, who had written Obama a letter 
explaining that his family's monthly healthcare costs would drop by more than half next 
year because of the Affordable Care Act. 
 
And in a sign that both sides see power in such stories, the White House asked Americans 
to share their Obamacare success stories on its WhiteHouse.gov website, while the Senate 
Republican Conference (SRC) solicited Obamacare horror stories at a new web site, 
republican.senate.gov/YourStory. 
 
"The idea is that we get real-life examples that we can share with senators from their 
states. When they're talking about these issues, you can really put a face to it," South 
Dakota Senator John Thune, chairman of the SRC, said in an interview. 
 
Thune said he also had encouraged senators in his party to talk about Obamacare with 
their constituents on Twitter. 
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They are looking for people like Dofflemyer, who told Reuters, "I run into people and 
Obamacare comes up, and everyone's like, 'Bleh.' " 
 
Democrats have used Sullivan to boost their claim that although the HealthCare.gov 
website has had significant problems, the healthcare program itself is solid. 
 
"A lot of reporters want to talk about the problems with the website," Sullivan told 
Reuters. "I can understand that focus, but a lot are missing the bigger story" that many 
people in Obamacare will save money on their insurance. 
 
Sullivan said he has been taken aback by the "whirlwind" of attention that has come with 
being an amateur spokesman for the policy, Obama's signature domestic policy. 
 
"I got to meet with (Health and Human Services) Secretary (Kathleen) Sebelius two 
weeks ago," Sullivan said. "It's been ... a little unexpected. All I did was sign up and 
tweet about it." 
 
HEALTHCARE 'INHERENTLY PERSONAL' 
Lauren Crawford, a Washington-based partner at Hamilton Place Strategies who has 
advised Democrats and healthcare campaigns, said personal stories are crucial in a 
messaging fight such as this one because healthcare "is inherently personal." 
 
With Obamacare, "people want to make what's the most financially smart decision for 
themselves, and what's the best coverage. So messaging-wise, we went from this big 
'millions of people signing up' campaign to a more individual one," Crawford said. 
She rejected the notion that such stories from the White House were merely an attempt to 
shift attention from the website's troubles, which have prevented untold numbers of 
Americans from using the site to enroll in insurance programs. 
 
"I don't think it's a conscious effort to move the debate, but this is a next step. We've been 
talking about the website for over a month now," Crawford said. 
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The pace of personal stories from both sides of the healthcare debate has picked up this 
week. 
 
"Yes, the website had some problems, but saving roughly $2,500 next year (in premiums 
alone!) seems well worth a little extra patience," the White House quoted "Mark from 
Idaho" as saying on Monday. 
 
DEMOCRATS SCRUTINIZE FOES' MESSAGES 
In a video aimed at Floridians that was released the same day, Republican Senator Rubio 
read letters from constituents such as "Barbara from Palm Coast," who complained of 
having to buy more expensive insurance because of Obamacare. 
 
The Democrats' messaging efforts have included poking holes in personal anecdotes put 
out by Republicans. 
 
The White House on Monday pointed to articles in The New Republic and Consumer 
Reports that it said debunked claims about the rising healthcare costs of Diane Barrette, a 
Florida resident. 
 
Barrette, who media reports initially said could be forced to pay hundreds of dollars more 
for insurance each month because her current plan will be canceled, appeared in CBS and 
Fox News reports and was touted in Republican press releases, The New Republic noted. 
 
But the more expensive insurance plans that Barrette complained about "also offer real 
coverage, and her current plan does not," the New Republic story said, adding that after 
having her options explained to her, Barrette warmed to them. 
 
She called the change a possible "blessing in disguise." 
 
Democrats have long used poignant anecdotes to promote social programs by focusing on 
the people they help, while Republicans typically have focused on such programs' impact 
on the federal budget or whether they represent an unwanted growth of government. 
 



70 

"It's one of the reasons Republicans have tried so hard to stop, blunt, divert, delay 
Obamacare" before people begin seeing many of the program's benefits, said Tevi Troy, a 
senior fellow at the Hudson Institute and deputy HHS secretary under president George 
W. Bush. 
 
So in essence, Republicans have taken a page from Democrats' playbook by using 
personal stories of their own. 
 
"It personalizes it, it humanizes it in a way that ... Republicans don't do as well as we 
should," Thune said. "For better or for worse, everybody is having an experience" with 
Obamacare. 
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Appendix B.2: Overhaul 

Basic Information 
 
Literal Meaning: take apart (a piece of machinery or equipment) in order to 
examine it and repair it if necessary 

 
Context: Because of President Barack Obama's healthcare overhaul, Dofflemyer's 
insurance company dropped the 70-year-old retiree's doctor from its network this 
year. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

? WHIT-JOHNSON: Joined by celebrity chef Rachael Ray, Mrs. Obama 
launched a school lunch overhaul unlike any other. MICHELLE-OBAMA-
: When we send our kids to school, we have 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

Court Showdown: The justices considered the centerpiece of President 
Obama's historic health care overhaul law later today. And Deadly Wildfire: 
A fast-moving fire in Colorado leaves at 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

billion transportation bill. The vote was 74-22, indicating broad bipartisan 
support for the overhaul of highway and transit programs. So far, the House 
has been unable to 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

of last year's new major rules, one dozen came from the financial 
services overhaul known as Dodd-Frank after the law's Democratic sponsors 
in Congress, but the most 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

of a college football's national championship commerce -- conference 
commissioners are working to overhaul the BCS, which decides who is 
number one. The new proposals are expected 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

jobs in the cities. Japan's government has responded with a proposal to 
completely overhaul the way the country gets its food. GWEN-
IFILL: Margaret Warner looks at a rally 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

The Supreme Court has several options in ruling on President Barack Obama's 
health care overhaul, from upholding the law to striking it down in its entirety. 
The court 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

requirement that Americans carry insurance would not be the end of Obama's 
health care overhaul. There's a lot more in the 900-plus pages of the law. # 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

. " # Cantor's office said he was working on a separate Ex-Im 
Bank overhaul bill that he hopes to bring to the House floor before the end of 
the 

 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [55]: These couple of lines only 
describe the words around it as objective, so 
they are neutral. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [56]: Same thing goes on here 
and some of the next lines. They talk about 
conference commissioners and things 
surrounding it. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [57]: Some of the lines have 
both negative and positive collocates so that 
means that the word being used here can be 
perceived as positive or negative, so thus it is 
neutral. 
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2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

thought that can't comfort President Barack Obama: The fate of his health 
care overhaul rests with four Republican-appointed Supreme Court justices. # 
His most sweeping domestic achievement could 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

only lost eight games at Melbourne Park and remains one of three women who 
can overhaul Wozniacki for the top ranking at the Australian Open. # The 22-
year-old from Belarus 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

84311 The health care overhaul that President Obama intended to be the 
signature achievement of his first term instead has 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

problems and there's an investor willing to come and put money into it 
and overhaul those companies, potentially you are saving jobs and growing a 
company, that the 

 
 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

's a new tax that Congress approved to help finance President Obama's health 
care overhaul. # The threat of higher investment taxes is a big issue for 
Richardson and 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

don't stop there. # Romney has called for repeal of the Dodd-Frank 
financial overhaul law. Brown voted for it. Romney backs amending the 
Constitution to ban gay 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

Ill., the hometown of President Ronald Reagan, saying that Obama's health 
care overhaul, not the economy, is the election's " most salient issue. " 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

the subject. # The Supreme Court will decide if the new federal health 
care overhaul or any part of it is unconstitutional after arguments next week. 
If the law 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

insurance mandate that, for conservatives, has become the most contentious 
part of the overhaul. Speaking to the Emory University student newspaper, he 
said of Obama, " 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

word, Liz. CLAMAN: I think that, you know, we have to overhaul the tax 
code. How many times have you heard that out there? Everybody 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

Hawley ran the TSA for nearly four years, and says the agency needs 
an overhaul. TSA screeners have been accused of on-the-job crime before but 
usually theft. Earlier 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

a row the Supreme Court hears arguments on President Obama's politically 
charged health care overhaul law. Today is the main event. The nine justices 
are considering the heart 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

respondents don't like the mandate, and forty-seven percent disapprove of the 
health care overhaul. Some look to the makeup of the court for clues on its 
decision. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [58]: First off, comfort is good. 
People like comfort. So is achievement. They 
are considered good because people strive to 
get it. Also, top ranking falls in that category 
because people want to be on top. Then there is 
saving and growing because we as people 
think saving is good for a budget and growing 
to get better and wiser, hopefully, so they are 
also said to be good, thus why they are 
positive. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [59]: Two main things that we 
found for these negative collocates were the 
grouping of some sort of crime or issue, and 
congress dealing. Just look at most of them: 
Taxes, issue, repeal, unconstitutional, 
argument, mandate, tax, crime, theft, charged, 
disapprove. These were chosen and grouped 
for the groups they show.  
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2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

hear arguments about whether if the individual mandate is negated if the entire 
health care overhaul should be thrown out as well. Betty. BETTY-
NGUYEN: All right. Susan McGinnis 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

. Wendell, thank you. The difference between what President Obama promised 
his healthcare overhaul would cost and the latest projections is making some 
Republican lawmakers sick. Chief national 

 
 
Spoken vs. News Register: 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

word, Liz. CLAMAN: I think that, you know, we have to overhaul the tax 
code. How many times have you heard that out there? Everybody 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

Hawley ran the TSA for nearly four years, and says the agency needs 
an overhaul. TSA screeners have been accused of on-the-job crime before but 
usually theft. Earlier 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

a row the Supreme Court hears arguments on President Obama's politically 
charged health care overhaul law. Today is the main event. The nine justices 
are considering the heart 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

respondents don't like the mandate, and forty-seven percent disapprove of the 
health care overhaul. Some look to the makeup of the court for clues on its 
decision. 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

hear arguments about whether if the individual mandate is negated if the entire 
health care overhaul should be thrown out as well. Betty. BETTY-
NGUYEN: All right. Susan McGinnis 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Baier 

. Wendell, thank you. The difference between what President Obama promised 
his healthcare overhaul would cost and the latest projections is making some 
Republican lawmakers sick. Chief national 

 
2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

thought that can't comfort President Barack Obama: The fate of his health 
care overhaul rests with four Republican-appointed Supreme Court justices. # 
His most sweeping domestic achievement could 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

only lost eight games at Melbourne Park and remains one of three women who 
can overhaul Wozniacki for the top ranking at the Australian Open. # The 22-
year-old from Belarus 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

84311 The health care overhaul that President Obama intended to be the 
signature achievement of his first term instead has 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

The Supreme Court has several options in ruling on President Barack Obama's 
health care overhaul, from upholding the law to striking it down in its entirety. 
The court 

2012:News requirement that Americans carry insurance would not be the end of Obama's 



74 

Associated 
Press 

health care overhaul. There's a lot more in the 900-plus pages of the law. # 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

. " # Cantor's office said he was working on a separate Ex-Im 
Bank overhaul bill that he hopes to bring to the House floor before the end of 
the 
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Appendix B.3: Undermine 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Meaning: erode the base or foundation of (a rock formation)/damage or 
weaken (someone or something), esp. gradually or insidiously. 

 
Context: Allies of Obama's administration, besieged by criticism from 
Republicans who oppose the healthcare law and see an opportunity to undermine 
it, have fired off a barrage of press releases and social media posts with stories 
like Sullivan's, touting the virtues of the healthcare law. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:Spok 
NPR_TalkNat 

when Taylor was first indicted that somehow the indictment or his being(ph) - 
surrender would undermine stability in West Africa. While there's a certain 
appeal to the argument, 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

# " Kennedy does not vote in a way that he thinks is going to undermine the 
legitimacy of the court,' Eskridge told me. Thus Kennedy has gone 

 
2012:Spok 
NPR_FreshAir 

involved that he could single-handedly win the war, and they felt that would 
somehow undermine the strength and the qualities and the sacrifices of actual 
troops. So what they 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

and tourism groups, but one lawmaker said the decision to relax tourist visas 
could undermine national security. Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, said the 
administration was " pushing 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

plants, their interactions with the environment and with one another, are 
sufficient to undermine all simple, axiomatic solutions to eating in good 
conscience. When it comes to 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

him to come out and - and deliver that consistent, strong message and 
not undermine our, our folks in the House and Senate, not undermine some of 
the 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

message and not undermine our, our folks in the House and Senate, 
not undermine some of the basic things - look, sitting on a couch with Nancy 
Pelosi 

2012:Spok 
NPR_TalkNat 

happy to address the point about whether or not the threat of criminal justice 
could undermine stability, which comes up a lot. But before turning to that, I 

 
 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

the finger' to its alien colonists. # But such polemical displays do 
not undermine the garden's ultimate embrace of even that past as one more 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [60]: Both these lines show 
neutrality because they either don’t use 
collocates that have positive or negative 
meanings to them or they have a mix of both 
that make it neutral. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [61]: These were said to be 
positive because winning a war is something 
we celebrate, so it’s positive, along with relax.  

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [62]: Simple and sufficient are 
positive because we see them as good. We 
want to be simple but sufficient and consistent 
and strong. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [63]: This one is simple. Not the 
threat, criminal justice and stability are all 
good things. 
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strand in a 

2012:News 
Atlanta 

vote came despite strong opposition from many broadcasters. They said 
posting advertising rates would undermine stations competitive position in the 
marketplace and give advertisers unfair leverage over how much they 

2012:News 
WashPost 

reiterating the trajectory of her marriage, the Republican presidential candidate 
enlisted an adviser to undermine his ex-wife by describing her as " probably 
very bitter. " Later that evening 

2012:News 
WashPost 

The Obama administration has warned with growing urgency in recent months 
that a cyberattack could undermine systems that provide water, power or 
other critical services to Americans. # The 

2012:News 
WashPost 

raised the prospect that a " third force " had carried out the killings 
to undermine the U.N. monitoring mission on the eve of Monday's visit to 
Damascus by 

2012:News 
SanFranChron 

think we should never even talk about middle-income housing because they 
think it will somehow undermine low-income housing, " Wiener said. " That's 
just not true. The 

2012:News 
SanFranChron 

one of the primary duties of the sheriff. # " Sheriff Mirkarimi's 
actions undermine the integrity of the Office of Sheriff. He misused the power 
and status accompanying 

2012:News 
Denver 

should not be compromised. # " Nobody is talking about doing anything that 
would undermine schools and law enforcement's ability to prevent something 
from happening in the future, 

2012:News 
Denver 

she can persuade young people to " intentionally choose to avoid these 
behaviors that might undermine your future, rather than,' Just Say No, Just 
Say No. " 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

create even more inflation: Controls make it harder for people to do business 
and undermine confidence in the peso, causing it to devalue even more 
quickly. That can 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

Law School and author of " The Master Switch,' said the changes 
could undermine the usefulness of Twitter in authoritarian countries. # " I 
don't fault them 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

few leaders have been willing to press for radical adjustments for fear that they 
could undermine growth in the short run. # But the World Bank and 
researchers from the 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

if any of these ads cause trouble, that's Jon Stewart actually trying 
to undermine my exploratory committee, because, again, I don't have a Super 
PAC 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

Debra Mendel specializes in workplace issues. DR-DEBRA-MANDEL: They 
may backstab you. They may undermine your work. They may throw you 
under the bus. They're certainly not 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [64]: This section goes along 
with the idea from a couple lines down, that 
there is disagreement, and when there is 
disagreement, bad things happen. The next 
couple lines show that with the feelings, like 
bitter, and violence. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [65]: These couple lines are a 
little random when it comes to determining the 
negative reasoning for the collocates. But the 
same is as always; they always talk about 
things that have a negative connotation. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [66]: This section of lines 
present a common negative collocate about 
changes. Things that are different and it is 
negative because people usually don’t like the 
idea of change.  
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2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

subject to the death penalty. He also argued that Sunday's attack must 
not undermine the U.S. mission in Afghanistan. LEON-PANETTA-U.S-: War 
is hell. These kinds of events 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

that this is deliberate on Clinton's behalf. That he is deliberately trying 
to undermine the Obama campaign. Bill Kristol wrote that in The Weekly 
Standard. You do 

2012:Spok 
CNNLIVEEV
ENT/S 

like this usually means that we impose ourselves, go and pick the 
dictators, undermine certain governments, also sending them a lot of money. 
It doesn't work 

 
 
Spoken vs. News Registers: 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

him to come out and - and deliver that consistent, strong message and 
not undermine our, our folks in the House and Senate, not undermine some of 
the 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

message and not undermine our, our folks in the House and Senate, 
not undermine some of the basic things - look, sitting on a couch with Nancy 
Pelosi 

2012:Spok 
NPR_TalkNat 

happy to address the point about whether or not the threat of criminal justice 
could undermine stability, which comes up a lot. But before turning to that, I 

2012:Spok 
NPR_FreshAir 

involved that he could single-handedly win the war, and they felt that would 
somehow undermine the strength and the qualities and the sacrifices of actual 
troops. So what they 

 
2012:News 
NYTimes 

the finger' to its alien colonists. # But such polemical displays do 
not undermine the garden's ultimate embrace of even that past as one more 
strand in a 

2012:News 
Atlanta 

vote came despite strong opposition from many broadcasters. They said 
posting advertising rates would undermine stations competitive position in the 
marketplace and give advertisers unfair leverage over how much they 

2012:News 
WashPost 

reiterating the trajectory of her marriage, the Republican presidential candidate 
enlisted an adviser to undermine his ex-wife by describing her as " probably 
very bitter. " Later that evening 

2012:News 
WashPost 

The Obama administration has warned with growing urgency in recent months 
that a cyberattack could undermine systems that provide water, power or 
other critical services to Americans. # The 

2012:News 
WashPost 

raised the prospect that a " third force " had carried out the killings 
to undermine the U.N. monitoring mission on the eve of Monday's visit to 
Damascus by 

2012:News think we should never even talk about middle-income housing because they 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [67]: These couple of lines at the 
bottom show a negative connotation about 
attacking people within conversations. Just 
look at issues, backstab, and throw, or argued, 
attack, and death penalty. It seems like those 
words are grouped together which are grouped 
with undermine.  
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SanFranChron think it will somehow undermine low-income housing, " Wiener said. " That's 
just not true. The 

2012:News 
SanFranChron 

one of the primary duties of the sheriff. # " Sheriff Mirkarimi's 
actions undermine the integrity of the Office of Sheriff. He misused the power 
and status accompanying 

2012:News 
Denver 

should not be compromised. # " Nobody is talking about doing anything that 
would undermine schools and law enforcement's ability to prevent something 
from happening in the future, 
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Appendix B.4: Resonate 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Meaning: produce or be filled with a deep, full, reverberating sound 
 

Context: For both sides, the idea is to cut through the political rhetoric and 
arguments over bureaucratic failings in Washington and present personal, 
touching anecdotes that support their side of the Obamacare story and resonate 
across America. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NONE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:Spok 
CNN_Cooper 

he says is his strong support for state's rights. On other issues 
that resonate with social conservatives, like banning birth control, he's argued 
for states having 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

the -- the religious messages clear. Is there a political message that is 
will resonate with the people that you interviewed? BYRON-PITTS: Oh, I 
think so. I 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

younger generation in different countries and communicating with 
them. HARI-SREENIVASAN: But why does it resonate with Chinese 
audiences? For some ideas, we visited nearby Georgetown University. There 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

these things. JARED-BOWEN: Most notably, it's an American story that 
continues to resonate and provoke. GWEN-IFILL: Again, the major 
developments of the day. Fire crews 

2012:News 
WashPost 

her state. " It's punishing success, which to me doesn't really resonate with 
people in New Hampshire, " she said. " Basically what you're 

2012:News 
WashPost 

him, " Ayotte said. " I think that that's not going to resonate here. I don't hear 
a lot about that when I'm out doing 

2012:News 
WashPost 

's Bain strategy, which can be offered in specific regions with examples likely 
to resonate with local voters. The Obama campaign has taken that approach in 
Nevada, Ohio 

2012:News 
USAToday 

luxury small cars (in the USA). They just don't seem to resonate, " says Jack 
Nerad, auto industry veteran who is executive editorial director at 

2012:News 
USAToday 

a mostly white high school, " is written with classic Alexie coolness that 
will resonate with these kids, " Steele says. " I dare them not to like 

2012:News 
USAToday 

nearby. Despite the high hopes, though, California Adventure has long failed 
to resonate with visitors or generate the financial returns the company 
expected. # Now, a 

2012:Spok government jobs than private sector jobs. That's the kind of thing that 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [68]: This line along with a 
couple others in this group show that the word 
can be put with both positive and negative 
collocates just to show that it is neutral.  

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [69]: The other lines in this 
group show that there isn’t anything in the line 
that provide evidence that it is negative or 
positive, so thus it is neutral. 
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ABC_ThisWee
k 

would resonate. But this documentary that the Super PAC for Gingrich has 
been putting out there 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

do you see that? CHARLIE-MAHTESIAN: Well, there are a couple ways it 
can resonate. One would be -- and this is a point that some folks talked about 

 
2012:Spok 
NPR_TalkNat 

are Lincoln's ideas and what is Lincoln's legacy and how do those 
ideas resonate in the modern day? And they began to realize that if there is 
this 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Susteren 

the values that I talked about throughout the course of this campaign are ones 
that resonate. Look, for us to do as well as we did, in spite 

2012:Spok 
NPR_TellMore 

us that you were giving Bonnie's piece some amens. And why did 
it resonate with you? DANI-TUCKER: Total amens because it, I mean, you 
know, 

2012:News 
SanFranChron 

the plain products without the emotion or creative story behind it, that 
doesn't resonate with me, " Pang said. " Part of shopping for luxury goods is 

 
 

2012:News 
WashPost 

. His message was all-too-familiar to the older students, and he hoped it 
would resonate with the younger ones: # Never be embarrassed by your good 
grades or how 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

what your age may be, but what... (LAUGHTER) MARGARET-
WARNER: Have the themes that resonate changed over time, at least here in 
the U.S.? DANIEL-MENDELSOHN: I don't 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

sharply so in the key swing state of Florida. With the attacks failing 
to resonate, the Obama campaign is hitting even harder. In California last 
night, the 

2012:Spok 
CNN_Cooper 

, black eyes and all consistent with his version and I think that it 
may resonate with the jury and maybe even a judge at the hearing coming up 
concerning whether 

2012:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

a problem, especially if it is going to be close in November. JUDY-
WOODRUFF: Resonate in the sense of what, depressing turnout or what? 
How do you see 

2012:Spok 
NBC_RockCe
nter 

I tell somebody that there's somebody in their computer, it just does 
not resonate because they oftentimes don't see anything 
missing. ENGEL: Who is protecting American computers 

2012:Spok 
ABC_ThisWee
k 

about jobs, about economic inequality is going to - is going to continue 
to resonate. So I think it does - it actually, all it does is it 

  

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [70]: Lincoln’s legacy is very 
memorable and most would say that it is good. 
Values are set to be good because we all have 
values and usually we set them as good. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [71]: The two things with this 
group is the words are used to represent 
fighting or emotional effect from some type of 
fighting. For example, hitting, attacks, black 
eyes, etc. for the fighting part and embarrassed, 
depressing, and inequality for the effect part. 
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Appendix B.5: Solicited 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Meaning: ask for or try to obtain (something) from someone. 
 

Context: And in a sign that both sides see power in such stories, the White House 
asked Americans to share their Obamacare success stories on its WhiteHouse.gov 
website, while the Senate Republican Conference (SRC) solicited Obamacare 
horror stories at a new web site, republican.senate.gov/YourStory. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:Spok 
NBC_MeetPre
ss 

so many ways why it was he voted against his principles. (End-videotape) MR-
GREGORY: We solicited some questions on, on Facebook, as we try to do 
each week, 

2012:News 
WashPost 

public and private contracting gold. In November, the Pentagon's counter-
narco-terrorism program office solicited bids on more than $3 billion in 
contracts worldwide, with an unspecified amount destined 

2011:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

thats exactly what youre going to get. You know, the Sierra Club 
wasnt solicited. Organizations that have fought for these regulations trying to 
protect the American public, 

2011:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

have fought for these regulations trying to protect the American public, they 
were not solicited in these letters. And, so, what we have all -- we have 

2011:News 
Atlanta 

year with Shailendra as its managing partner. # According to the suit, 
Shailendra solicited $7.1 million in cash from the investors to buy the Henry 
County property. The 

2011:News 
NYTimes 

Mr. Blagojevich for the Senate seat, and Mr. Emanuel said Mr. Blagojevich 
had not solicited favors from him when he recommended Ms. Jarrett as a 
candidate for the Senate appointment 

2010:Spok 
NBC_MeetPre
ss 

from Facebook. We partnered up with Facebook's politics page, and 
we've solicited some questions for you on the page, and here's one that we 
chose 

2010:News 
CSMonitor 

invite to Telluride. Over the summer they solicit films from other sources and 
are solicited to see films - in various stages of completion. Once Luddy and 
Pence make 

2010:News 
Associated 
Press 

the Soviet Union, as demanded by Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev, and 
have solicited Western material and political support. # In Birmingham, Ala., 
where President Bush 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [72]: All these lines either have 
neutral words within them describing it or a 
mixture of negative and positive words that 
then shows the line is neutral because it can be 
used with both. 
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2010:News 
USAToday 

. CUTLINE: APPROACHABLE COACH: New 49ers coach George Seifert, 
center, has solicited suggestions from assistants and players such as backup 
quarterback Steve Young, right. 25589 

 
2010:News 
SanFranChron 

involvement and support for the union should be (and may have to 
be) solicited. # In the end, until society's attitude changes to one that 
recognizes 

2010:News 
SanFranChron 

. # Not needing to remind the panel of six fellow senators that he 
had solicited some $ 900,000 from Keating for his campaigns and voter 
registration causes, Cranston said 

2010:News 
CSMonitor 

should be encouraging multi-ethnic authors: nonfiction. # " Traditionally we 
have not been solicited to do other kinds of writing (than books about the 
black experience), 

2010:Spok 
NPR_TalkNati
on 

multimedia efforts come, and they've, on a sort of public-radio-station 
model, solicited donations to help sustain what they do. You know, you're 
going to 

2012:News 
CSMonitor 

attempt to verify the information the memo contained, Mr. Gleick wrote, " 
I solicited and received additional materials directly from the Heartland 
Institute under someone else's name. 

 
 

2010:News 
SanFranChron 

or drop her altogether? # Even the wise Baba was stumped, so 
he solicited Chronicle readers' opinions. # At press time, Baba has received 
more than 

2011:News 
NYTimes 

workers complained about the long hours and stressful deadline periods. The 
quarterly staff survey solicited 1,600 responses, with plenty of criticism, 
including one person who said he planned 

2011:News 
Atlanta 

proposals, saying too many of them lacked required documentation. # New 
proposals were solicited and evaluated during the fall. Then, in the first step of 
the approval 

2011:Spok 
PBS_NewsHo
ur 

Chairman Issa about that, and he said that most of the comments that 
were solicited back were critical. REP-ELIJAH-CUMMING: Yes. Well, the 
letter specifically went out 

 
2012:News 
WashPost 

made to the Department of Homeland Security's inspector general included 
allegations that staff had solicited prostitutes, been involved in sexual assaults, 
leaked sensitive information, published pornography, 

2012:News 
WashPost 

The Justice Department's inspector general is investigating whether three DEA 
agents in his company solicited prostitutes or broke other department rules. A 
DEA spokesman declined to comment on the 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [73]: The main positive one here 
is support. Support is known to be good, and 
that is what we learn; that to support someone 
is good. Same goes with fellow. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [74]: Encouraging is pretty 
straight-forward. It is positive. 
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Comment [75]: Sustain holds the idea that 
it can run on its own. Independence. We 
celebrate independence, so it is positive. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [76]: Stumped and drop hold the 
idea of negative connotation because of the 
action it is associated with. Stressful, 
complained, and criticism are also a part of the 
action it holds. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [77]: The group here are said to 
be negative because it shows two major things. 
One is money dealings that are bad: broke, 
debt, struggles, etc. The second is the dealings 
of money with people: beggars and prostitutes 
are examples of this. 
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2012:News 
NYTimes 

personal struggles with education debt with the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau. # The bureau solicited the comments because it is studying whether 
there should be more regulation of so-called " 

2010:News 
SanFranChron 

come 6 p.m., the atmosphere appears to change. Nobody likes being accosted 
or solicited by beggars. Most, like us, will take the easy way out and 

2010:Spok 
CNN_Misc 

kill an unidentified person. The plan fell apart when the homeless people he 
allegedly solicited actually contacted police, according to officials. Cruz was 
the host of " Calorie 

2011:News 
Chicago 

any size, declared an end to the days of the rubber-stamp City Council 
and solicited ideas seven from aldermen who opposed him son ways to solve 
the city’s financial crisis. 
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Appendix B.6: Pointed 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Meaning: having a sharpened or tapered tip or end/expressing criticism in 
a direct and unambiguous way 

 
Context: The White House on Monday pointed to articles in The New Republic 
and Consumer Reports that it said debunked claims about the rising healthcare 
costs of Diane Barrette, a Florida resident. 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

that's all I've got to say, " said Romney, although he pointed out that he and 
his wife, Ann, have been married for 42 years 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

, under the White House or the Congress. " # But interviewer Charlie 
Rose pointed out that CEO Mark Zuckerberg and others developed the site at 
Harvard University, all 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

have the right to remain silent, " he said during debate. # Smith pointed out 
that the Constitution grants all persons due process. " Your beef is with 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

would have ever done what the student said he did.' # Mr. Bonds pointed out 
in his own letter that he was the nephew of " one of the 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

Here is an Islamic newspaper,' he said, waving it about. He pointed to his 
laptop, and his cellphone. " Now we have 600 satellite channels 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

shift toward smaller vehicles. # Ford's chief financial officer, Robert 
Shanks, pointed out that Ford's previous high mark in North America came in 
2004, when 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

did not deny or confirm that a project to build a smartphone existed, 
but pointed to a previous statement it gave to last year that said in part, 

2012:News 
Atlanta 

many cases without their knowledge. " # It was also, she might 
have pointed out, legal. In 1927 the Supreme Court upheld the right of states 
to 

2012:Spok 
CBS_NewsEve 

but it sure is selling books. Have a look at this. Before she pointed to the 
president's face, Governor Brewer's book ranked number 285,568 on the 

 
2012:Spok 
Fox_Hannity 

you. And it's a very exciting time in South Carolina, as you pointed out. I 
think the message of a Reagan conservative jobs program, cutting taxes 

2012:News commissions an opportunity to clean up their own houses. Regulation of 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [78]: This group of lines mainly 
talk about things that are neutral and using 
words that describe without having a hidden 
meaning behind them, such as married, wife, 
interviewer, developed, etc. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [79]: This line shows that there 
can be lines that have both positive and 
negative collocates in the same line. For this, it 
is determined to be neutral. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [80]: Cutting taxes and exciting 
are two words that show a positive connotation 
because most people enjoy them. 
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NYTimes racing, he pointed out, is done state by state. # Under Udall's legislation, 
anyone 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

was " not a total waste' since she was able to deliver such a pointed message. # 
Far from moving toward some kind of easing of tension, relations 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

reunion. # Nets Coach Avery Johnson played Emmett for 15 minutes that night 
and pointed to his performance off the bench -- he scored 4 points and 
converted a block 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

the couple did not look totally amused. # Then Wednesday, a conservative 
blogger pointed out a passage in Obama's " Dreams From My Father " that 
mentions having 

 
2012:Spok 
Fox_O. Reilly 

, Eleanor. We all make mistakes. If you have urchins armed with 
cellphones pointed at you every second to record every one of the mistakes, 
chaos ensues. 

2012:Spok 
CBS_ThisMor
ning 

of bad weeks at least? He now seems to be more aggressive, more pointed, 
more precise and -- and on the move as these polls may indicate. 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

and his churning stomach wanted to give a thumbs down. # Harpe's 
thumb pointed up. # " Three,' Richard said. The countdown. No turning 

 
2012:News 
NYTimes 

I. Koch, the former mayor, called him a viper; other community 
leaders pointed reporters to the Anti-Defamation League's list of his more 
provocative quotes; and in 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

Dream Act similar to what the president ordered Friday. # Congressional 
Republicans were more pointed in their criticism, but they too were careful 
not to oppose some kind of 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

. The questioning was, even for the garrulous current court, unusually intense 
and pointed. And the atmosphere in the courtroom, which is generally 
subdued, was electric 

2012:News 
NYTimes 

Arabia. # Those who perceived a double standard in coverage by Al Jazeera 
have pointed to a United States diplomatic cable, disclosed last year by 
WikiLeaks, that appeared 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

've got to say, " said Romney. Later in the debate, he pointed out that he and 
his wife, Ann, have been married for 42 years 

2012:Spok 
Fox_Watch 

The New York Times " and " The Washington Post " had. As Cal pointed out, 
Bob Woodward withheld information for the book. This is a judgment the 

 
 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [81]: The easing of tension puts 
a positive impact on readers because no one 
likes to have tension. The rest of the lines have 
a basic sense of why they were chosen as 
positive collocates. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [82]: This group of KWIC lines 
don’t really have a focus, but they do have 
these random negative connotations within 
them. For example, chaos, mistakes, 
aggressive, churning stomach, etc. are words 
that tend to have a negative meaning with it. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [83]: This group of lines focus 
on the negative connotation of arguments, 
debates, and all the negativity that comes with 
them. 

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [84]: This line really focuses on 
the actions in which arguments, debates, etc. 
happen to have. 
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2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

crashes last year. # His survey linked pot use to crash risk, but pointed out 
wide research gaps. Scientists do not have conclusive data to link marijuana 
dosing 

2012:News 
Associated 
Press 

said Alison Holcomb, campaign director for Washington's legalization 
measure. # Holcomb also pointed to a failed marijuana legalization proposal 
in California two years ago that did not include 

 
  

Daniel Bush� 12/16/2013 11:42 AM
Comment [85]: These two lines were 
considered negative because of the words 
crashes and failed, but mainly was the 
connection to drugs, like pot and marijuana. 
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Appendix B.7: Additional Information 

There were additional things that we put 

within the project that added to the visual aspect to 

shed some light on ways that wouldn’t be seen 

otherwise or ways to show it in an easier way to read. 

One example is the tables we created to show 

the complete list of words that were chosen to give a 

full-on view of what was selected instead of putting it word by word in paragraph form. 

Other things we did was the way we organized the collocates into a table that 

gave a summary of what was all going on with each word. It was a way where we can 

summarize our findings of each word in a simple form so the readers can see a mass 

amount of information in a small table. You can find the table in Appendix D.  

Overhaul Challenged 

Spar Besieged 

Undermine Resonate 

Solicited Boost 

Aback Notion 

Poking Pointed 

Debunked Touted 



88 

Appendix C: Neutral 

Appendix C.1: USA Today Article 

Both sides grope for solutions to shutdown, debt ceiling 
Susan Davis, Aamer Madhani and Gregory Korte, USA TODAY  

WASHINGTON — The fight over the government shutdown, 
which entered its third day Thursday, is rapidly turning into a 
two-pronged fiscal confrontation to also avoid a potential 
default after Oct. 17 on the nation's $16.7 trillion debt. 

House Republicans, led by Speaker John Boehner, are pursuing 
a broader strategy to reach an agreement that will open the government, remove the 
prospect of default, and achieve broader budget reforms to bring down the debt. 

"It's frankly now merged into a much bigger fight about the debt ceiling and the overall 
shape of the budget," said a House Republican allied with Boehner, who asked not to be 
named in order to speak candidly about internal party strategy. 

While the shutdown fight began as a battle over the Affordable Care Act and Republican 
efforts to defund or delay the health care law, the lawmaker said Republicans would 
pursue a strategy to achieve fiscal reforms beyond the law. "It doesn't mean Obamacare is 
not part of it, it clearly is, but I would say what precipitated the fight is probably smaller 
than the issue we're moving toward now." 

The lawmaker said that if Boehner could extract the framework of a budget agreement, 
he could move to end the shutdown and raise the debt ceiling in one vehicle, sparing the 
party multiple politically tough votes. "You don't need every (Republican) for a deal," the 
member said. "Right now it's Boehner signaling he's willing to bargain and negotiate, it's 
not the president." 

President Obama and Senate Democrats say they will only negotiate on a budget deal 
after Republicans agree to end the shutdown and lift the debt ceiling, but Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., also acknowledged the two issues were conflating. "Right 
now, the debt ceiling's facing us very quickly. So we're talking about the (stopgap bill) 
now, but it's hard to separate the two because they're right on top of us." 

Obama emphasized the stakes at an event at a construction company in Rockville, Md., 
Thursday, saying Washington's inability to deal with the looming debt ceiling would be 
worse than the government shutdown. Distribution of Social Security and disability 

Key: 

Potential Prosody 

Analyzed Prosody 

War Metaphor 
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benefits would be delayed, and pensions would be decimated and interest rates would 
skyrocket, Obama said. 

"As reckless as a government shutdown is, as many people are being hurt by a 
government shutdown, an economic shutdown that results from default would be 
dramatically worse," Obama said. 

White House spokesman Jay Carney said Obama will not try to raise the debt ceiling on 
his own. 

A Treasury Department report released Thursday spelled out the consequences of failing 
to raise the debt ceiling: "Even the prospect of a default can be disruptive to financial 
markets and American businesses and families." During the July 2011 fight over the debt 
ceiling, the report said, consumer confidence fell 22%, the stock market dropped 17% 
and monthly payments on new mortgages went up an average of $100 — all because of 
market uncertainty over the increase in the debt limit. 

Raising the debt ceiling does not influence future government spending; it is the federal 
government's commitment that it will pay off its existing debt. Failure to raise the ceiling 
weakens the U.S. government's commitment to the bonds it sells investors around the 
world and could lead to a major sell-off of those bonds, stimulating a global financial 
crisis. 

"Ain't gonna happen," said Rep. Mike Simpson, R-Idaho, when asked if the House would 
allow the United States to default. Simpson said he supported Boehner's efforts to reach a 
broad budget deal, and that Republicans would like to see a framework for overhauling 
the federal tax code and reduce mandatory spending on entitlements, like Medicare. "We 
might have differences about how you do it, but most members agree you have to do 
those things." 

Jared Bernstein, the former top economic adviser to Vice President Biden, said that by 
taking the debt ceiling debate off the table that Boehner could potentially gain some 
negotiating leverage in the budget fight, but he does it at the risk of the GOP base 
"throwing him under the bus." 

In past standoffs — including the 2012 fiscal cliff fight — Bernstein acknowledged that 
Obama administration stumbled when it has proclaimed that it "wouldn't negotiate only 
to end up negotiating." Obama has been emphatic that this time around that he will not 
negotiate on the debt ceiling. 
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"The fact they've stiffened their spine is instrumental to bringing Boehner to this point," 
Bernstein said. 

The stalemate has taken a toll on financial markets. At the end of trading Thursday, the 
Dow Jones industrial average, the bellwether index on Wall Street, had dropped almost 
137 points. Financial executives who met with Obama Wednesday agreed that risking 
default over the debt ceiling increase, in the words of Goldman Sachs Chairman and CEO 
Lloyd Blankfein, "should not even be considered a viable option." 

Stalled talks 

Despite the warnings, Obama and congressional Republicans are no closer to ending the 
shutdown. A meeting between Obama and congressional leaders late Wednesday failed to 
yield an agreement. 

On Thursday, House Republicans continued to pursue a piecemeal shutdown strategy to 
pass targeted funding bills for popular government services. However, the bills are being 
stone-walled in the Senate, where Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., has 
offered to negotiate with Republicans on a broader budget agreement only after they 
approve a stopgap spending bill to fully reopen the federal government. 

House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., wrote to rank-and-file Republicans in a 
memo Thursday that he was confident Obama and congressional Democrats would 
eventually bow to negotiations if Republicans hold the line. 

"While no one can predict with certainty how the current shutdown will be resolved, I am 
confident that if we keep advancing common-sense solutions to the problems created by 
the shutdown that Senate Democrats and President Obama will eventually agree to 
meaningful discussions that would allow us to ultimately resolve this impasse," Cantor 
wrote, "The American people have elected a divided government and they expect us to 
work together and they will not countenance one party simply refusing to negotiate." 

House Republicans have scheduled a 10 a.m. meeting Friday to discuss their negotiating 
positions. 

Contributing: David Jackson 
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Appendix C.2: Turning Into 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Definition: To be changed, transformed, or converted 
 

Context: “The fight over the government shutdown, which entered its third day 
Thursday, is rapidly turning into a two-pronged fiscal confrontation to also avoid 
a potential default after Oct. 17 on the nation's $16.7 trillion debt.” 

 
Semantic prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2009:NEWS 
AssocPress 

to a two-year deal. Henry had stayed out of trouble since his 
return, turning into a feel-good story that got fans rooting for him. # In an 
interview 

2008:NEWS 
Houston 

in his head. Thanks to aggressive treatment with anti-seizure medications, 
such episodes are turning into a thing of the past. // Despite the successful 
extraction of the tumor 

2008:NEWS 
Chicago 

double and a triple -- the triple coming with two outs in the ninth 
and turning into the winning run when Eric Patterson followed with a 
single. // DeROSA DESTROYA 

2006:NEWS 
WashPost 

Corner, the traffic-clogged commercial hub of Northern Virginia, which 
Fairfax County officials envision turning into a vibrant urban center. 
County leaders, Tysons landowners and Metrorail officials say 

2005:NEWS 
WashPost 

in Sunday's 31-28 loss at Dallas. # Consulting gigs have a way 
of turning into full-time jobs in the NFL. Baltimore's offensive 
coordinator this season, Jim 

1996:SPOK 
PBS_Newshour 

social problem. SEN-WILLIAM-COHEN,: Especially if you look forward 
to the baby boom turning into the senior boom, and that we're going to 
see that we're 

1991:SPOK 
CNN_Moneyline 

to work to get money from a bank these days BEHOF Looking for money 
is turning into a full-time job for many company presidents. It's not 
unusual these days 

2000:NEWS 
WashPost 

the Middle East Capital Group wrote in a recent assessment. " Budget 
deficits are turning into surpluses... and government spending is rising 
again. " # Among 

2003:SPOK 
NPR_Morning  

in trying to restore peace, but we still need to have some of 
those turning into positive, concrete and timely action. We need for the 
pressure to be 

1993:NEWS business being over there. There's nothing for us there. It's 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [86]: This is positive because it 
is getting rid of something. The bad thing is 
gone but by using intense methods. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [87]: This could be good or bad 
because a full-time job can either mean just 
more work (inconvenience) or more money 
and exposure in this case 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [88]: Depending on how you 
look at these “booms” from an economic 
standpoint, these can either be good or bad. 
The baby boom was good in that it brought 
about a bigger population, but now that those 
same people are older there are fewer people to 
take care of them. They are ruling the economy 
now, though, so theoretically there should be 
another “boom” from so many “boomers” 
having children themselves. “Turning into” 
doesn’t tell us if it’s bad, even though it occurs 
with many negative collocates elsewhere. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [89]: Here, a full-time job is 
negative because it is inconvenient and time-
consuming. 
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USATToday just turning into another Vietnam. " # ' He said he would be home' # 
1997:NEWS 
WashPost 

shortly after announcing Wilson's departure. " Those differences had a high 
degree of turning into a real ugly confrontation in the middle of next 
season or the end of 

1990:NEWS: 
USAToday 

the tough one. Q: Does it look like Gorbachev is in danger 
of turning into a despotic leader more remembered for his brutality than 
for widening human freedoms? 

1991:NEWS 
WashPost 

scene Bonet and Mickey Rourke writhed on a bed, water dripping from the 
ceiling turning into blood flowing on the floor. Nothing more than the 
mysterious tease – shades 

2011:SPOK 
CBS_Early 

police are now setting up barricades on this side of the bridge, and 
its turning into an ugly standoff. The -- the kind of standoff thats being 
repeated from 

2010:SPOK 
Fox_Beck 

everyone in this room is so ticked off. I don't want this 
country turning into Russia, turning into a socialized country. BECK: In 
half the time 

2005:SPOK 
CNN_CapGang 

have been talking about how to make sure that Acehnese kids don't end 
up turning into infidels by being adopted by westerners. It is a very 
fraught, volatile 

2003:SPOK 
NPR_Daybreak 

greatest superpower; we have a Third World electricity grid.' So this 
is turning into a political issue already. HORSLEY: What a surprise. I had 
a 

2003:SPOK 
CNN_LiveFrom 

lot of the civilians have been moved out of those areas that are sort 
of turning into combat zones now. But what surprises them the most is the 
fact that 

2001:SPOK 
CNN_Crossfire 

. What specific preparations have the police taken to avoid a repetition of 
the demonstrations turning into rioting, as they did, a month ago? 
FRANKEN: Well, 

1996:SPOK 
ABC_Nightline 

Bury's piece the head of the Michigan militia talking about a second 
American revolution turning into war in Montana. Is that what you 
expect? KEN ADAMS, National 

1995:SPOK 
CBS_Sixty 

about it because leaked information from Williams' personnel file has 
become a flood, turning into a recurring nightmare for him. It began last 
winter when a retired deputy 

1995:SPOK 
ABC_WorldNews 

Aurora Castillo to help organize mothers as a political force to save the 
community from turning into an environmental wasteland. Msgr. JOHN 
MORETTA, Resurrection Catholic Church: I 

1994:SPOK 
CBS_EyeToEye 

the inside of the colon, and each one of them carries a risk 
of turning into cancer. MAGNUS: (Voiceover) Each child has a 50/50 
chance of 

1993:SPOK , our metropolitan areas are in trouble. The inner cities at their core 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [90]: Ugly things are negative 
because they are unpleasant to look at or 
experience. Confrontations are violent and 
involve pain and tension between people, 
which is negative. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [91]: Referring to an outside 
event, only the people near at hand who 
understood the reference would understand. 
However, because the speaker goes ahead and 
explains the reference as a socialized country, 
we know that is negative. Socialism is negative 
because it goes against the United States’ 
democratic policies. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [92]: Violent words are on a 
spectrum from emotions to physical displays 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [93]: Disease is negative because 
it is painful and potentially harmful. 
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ABC_Brinkley are turning into crumbling zones of despair because of violence, crack, 
AIDS, unemployment, 

1992:SPOK 
NPR_ATC 

can really hope for something better. Unidentified Student 4: I think 
we're turning into a Third World country the way -- slowly the way we're 
treating education 

1991:SPOK 
ABC_Nightline 

aback, but by the fourth day, confidence was building up and it 
was turning into a mood of defiance and resolve and anti-U.S. feeling was 
running very high 

  

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [94]: Despair is a negative 
emotion since it includes desperation for 
something lacking. Not having something like 
resources or hope is negative. 
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Appendix C.3: Acknowledged 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Definition: To recognize or admit the existence or truth of something 
 

Context: “President Obama and Senate Democrats say they will only negotiate on 
a budget deal after Republicans agree to end the shutdown and lift the debt 
ceiling, but Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., also acknowledged the 
two issues were conflating.” 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:NEWS 
NYTimes 

rate of return, Mr. North has also recommended that the New York City 
trustees acknowledge that city workers are living longer and reporting 
more disabilities -- changes that would cost 

2011:NEWS 
Houston 

. # '' We are extremely proud of all of these awards, as 
they acknowledge building excellence, '' said Scott Frankel, vice president 
of operations and construction for 

2011:NEWS 
NYTimes 

general manager who claimed Mallett's '' willingness to be honest about his 
past and acknowledge issues is viewed as a positive,' but it is much easier 
to offer 

2011:SPOK 
Fox_Susteren 

medicine is outside of our control, and we're -- we're wise 
to acknowledge miracles. (END-VIDEO-CLIP) VAN-SUSTEREN: And 
today, just what we want, more good 

2011:SPOK 
Fox_Five 

did that come from? TANTAROS: All right, on that note we want 
to acknowledge the first marine to receive the Medal of Honor today as 
23-year-old Dakota Meyer the 

2012:NEWS 
WashPost 

in the United States. # Less appreciated is what bankers, analysts and 
officials acknowledge was a massive market failure - the collective 
inability or unwillingness of investors, regulators 

2012:NEWS 
WashPost 

would let any employer deny women basic contraception coverage for any 
reason. '' Republicans acknowledge the tone of the presidential debate has 
not helped them. # '' Those are 

1992:NEWS 
Houston 

revolves about necessary facility improvements and financial audits, not 
academic shortcomings. Faculty members acknowledge the year's been a 
struggle but seem upbeat about the future. # Indeed 

2012:NEWS 
Atlanta 

go? How do I get my mom to take medications when she 
won't acknowledge she has a memory problem? # Beckett learned about '' 
therapeutic lying '' from 

2011:NEWS inquiries on the in-custody death form, including how Hicks was hurt, but 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [95]: Recognition of an honor, 
which is positive because being rewarded  is 
positive. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [96]: Acknowledging issue is a 
difficult (negative) thing to do 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [97]: In the medical profession, 
doctors are cautious to recognize miracles as a 
viable cause. They don’t want to because they 
would rather find a scientific cause. Though 
these collocates are positive, giving them 
recognition is resisted. Therefore, 
acknowledging them could be viewed as 
negative. 
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Houston did acknowledge that the elderly inmate had mental and medical problems 
when he entered the jail but 

2011:NEWS 
WashPost 

move into this showdown. Victory will likely go to the side most willing 
to acknowledge their weaknesses and attack them boldly. This will be no 
election for the faint-hearted 

1992:NEWS 
USAToday 

, Smith and Cooper have had a good working relationship. Looking back, 
both acknowledge making mistakes. # " The thing I regret the most is the 
lack of 

1990:NEWS 
WashPost 

a while, lost souls. '' # As the Soviet Union has begun to acknowledge the 
problem of poverty, it has allowed churches and civic organizations to 
begin helping 

2012:SPOK 
PBS_NewsHour 

in my eyes, '' he said. '' Instead, the government should 
honestly acknowledge that decontamination is unrealistic, apologize and 
evacuate citizens as soon as possible. '' 

2012:SPOK 
PBS_NewsHour 

succeed, people feel their success was somehow inevitable. They don't 
want to acknowledge the role played by accident in their lives. There's a 
reason for this 

2011:SPOK 
CNN_Showbiz 

host joining me from Hollywood. Carlos, I think Billy Ray was relieved 
to acknowledge his part in Mileys missteps, but some people are saying it 
actually sounds like 

2011:SPOK 
NPR_TellMore 

two things at once, and they're not incompatible. One, is 
to acknowledge the very real pain and economic insecurity that millions of 
folks, including millions of 

2003:SPOK 
CNN_LiveSat 

village Cuempia (ph). It is the first Aglican priest in Africa 
to acknowledge that he is HIV positive and he is married to a woman who 
has AIDS 

2003:SPOK 
CNN_Politics 

END VIDEOTAPE) KARL: Now, conservatives acknowledge and the 
conservatives in the Senate acknowledge that this bill has enough support 
to pass in the Senate, but they have 

2002:SPOK 
NPR_ATCW 

Yes. He told reporters on the plane from Islamabad to Bangkok that all 
sides acknowledge that tensions actually have eased over the last six 
weeks. There's some disagreement 

2002:SPOK 
CNN_LiveFrom 

need to be, as well. DAVIS (on camera): TSA officials acknowledge more 
needs to be done in cargo security, background checks for airport workers 
and 

2002:SPOK 
CNN_LiveFrom 

the people involved, the people who have access, who we have talked 
to acknowledge that there were uneven practices, bad training and a lack 
of redundancy. The 

2001:SPOK 
Fox_Sunday 

President Musharraf would not discuss things that really are vitally 
important. He won't acknowledge that terrorism is taking place in 
Kashmir. He was terming them as '' freedom 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [98]: These are negative because 
they involve pain, cost money to treat, and are 
inconvenient for other people to deal with. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [99]: Being weak and 
fainthearted is negative because these involve 
being unsuccessful or incompetent. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [100]: Mistakes are 
embarrassing to admit and are therefore 
negative. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [101]: Here it is hard to admit 
that pain and insecurity are real. Somehow, by 
saying it, it is no longer just a concept in the 
mind but actually exists. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [102]: Covert negative 
evaluation. Because most of what is being 
acknowledged are negative concepts, we can 
safely assume that the conservatives do not 
like this law and do not want to admit that it 
has a chance to pass. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [103]: Terrorism and brutality 
involve pain and violence, so they are 
negative.  
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1990:SPOK 
ABC_Nightline 

to justify it. It was brutal, and I'll be the first to acknowledge it. But when 
you're talking about '' it is the most brutal '' 
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Appendix C.4: Deal With 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Definition: To take action or conduct oneself with respect to a thing or 
person, to handle 

 
Context: “Obama emphasized the stakes at an event at a construction company in 
Rockville, Md., Thursday, saying Washington's inability to deal with the looming 
debt ceiling would be worse than the government shutdown.” 

 
Semantic Prosody: NEGATIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2011:SPOK 
NPR_Science 

, I want to point out the U.S. EPA has some guidelines on how 
to deal with broken CFLs and that's a good procedure. But one thing is that 

2012:SPOK 
ABC_ThisWeek 

in Florida. KATRINA-VANDEN-HEU# He's bleeding, because he has not 
been able to deal with the tax issue, with the fundamental unfairness that he 
is an MRI of 

1990:NEWS 
WashPost 

session yesterday for the children of those who went, to answer their 
questions and deal with their fears. # Evelyn Pentzien, wife of Capt. Roger 
Pentzien, 

2012:SPOK 
NBC_Today 

GUTHRIE: Great to have you here. Ms-O'DONNELL: And I'm sorry you 
have to deal with him every week. GUTHRIE: I know. It's painful, right. 

2012:SPOK 
NBC_Matthews 

an input-output guy. He's not an ideology guy. MATTHEWS: How would 
he deal with an issue that we all know, we talk about all the time on 

2012:SPOK 
CNN_Showbiz 

that really will have an impact on the way Bobbi Kristina will be able 
to deal with this unimaginable loss. KIM-FIELDS-ACTRES: It absolutely 
is a very crucial time for her 

2012:SPOK 
CBS_ThisMorni
ng 

ELIZABETH-BERNSTEI: Well, It's interesting many marriages, many, 
many more marriages will deal with nagging. In fact, every marriage --
 GAYLE-KING: Than infidelity? ELIZABETH-BERNSTEI: Infidelity 

2012:NEWS 
NYTimes 

it follows the trials of a 9-year-old boy called Thomas, a dreamer who 
must deal with harsh reality: His Calvinist father beats his mother (2:15). 
New 

2010:NEWS 
USAToday 

under a lousy manager, the daily stress can be severe. Some ways 
to deal with a bad boss: # *Have a heart-to-heart. '' Perhaps your boss is 

2010:NEWS 
WashPost 

http: **26;15635;TOOLONG. Free. # '' DINNER WITH FRIENDS '' Two 
married couples deal with strained friendships when one pair decides to 
divorce in Donald Margulies's Pulitzer Prize-winning 

2012:NEWS 
AssocPress 

and a host of other programs that Obama has promised to protect. # 
To deal with the influx of retiring Baby Boomers, the GOP budget reprises 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [104]: This was one of the only 
remotely positive points of data in the results. 
Broken things are bad, but getting rid of them 
is good. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [105]: Pain and wrongdoing are 
negative parts of emotions and relationships. 
The following few sentences show that “deal 
with” was used frequently to refer to these 
things. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [106]: Nagging is an annoyance 
and causes the recipient to be irritated, 
affecting the relationship negatively. Cheating 
on one’s significant other when they have 
made a promise of commitment in marriage is 
a broken promise, a negative thing. 
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a controversial approach 
2011:SPOK 
CBS_FaceNat 

Your turn. DALEY: I think the two-step process, because the Congress 
could not deal with serious budget deficit action, Speaker Boehner had 
walked away twice from a deal 

2012:NEWS 
AssocPress 

, another intervention specialist at South Hagerstown High, said some of the 
kids they deal with have mental health issues or drug and alcohol problems. 
Others struggle because they 

2012:SPOK 
ABC_ThisWeek 

front and center on saying we need to deal with Medicare and we need 
to deal with Social Security, because that's only the thing that's going to 
allow 

2010:NEWS 
WashPost 

in the country legally. # Judges and lawyers across the country have 
scrambled to deal with the ramifications of the U.S. Supreme Court's 
March ruling in Padilla v. Kentucky 

2012:NEWS 
NYTimes 

, in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008, established a legislative 
starting point to deal with this impasse, requiring researchers financed by 
the National Institutes of Health -- $25.7 

2012:SPOK 
Fox_Hannity 

n't vote for Obama. It's so out of control. Nobody wants 
to deal with Obama's debt, bad economy, and broken promises. He is the 

2012:SPOK 
ABC_ThisWeek 

the Haqqani Network. There are huge problems still being able to track 
down and deal with the Taliban, and there are serious problems with the 
Karzai government and clearly 

2011:SPOK 
NBC_MeetPress 

that we are trapped in a 20, 20th century government structure, trying 
to deal with 21st century challenges, issues, and problems. And you can 
take down 

2012:NEWS 
AssocPress 

Nabil Elaraby strongly condemned the attacks in a statement and urged 
Iraqi officials to '' deal with these crimes. '' # And more attacks may be on 
the way. 

2012:NEWS 
Chicago 

and partisan, and lawmakers have repeatedly failed to agree on a broad 
policy to deal with the estimated 11.2 million illegal immigrants in the 
United States. # '' Due 

2010:NEWS 
Denver 

thumb of industry. '' # A goal of the reorganization of MMS is 
to deal with possible conflicts of interest, said Assistant Interior Secretary 
Tom Strickland. '' That 

2010:NEWS 
AssocPress 

. # Blame it on the media, or on human nature. All 
presidents deal with image problems that they're too weak or too 
belligerent, too far left 

  

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [107]: “Deal with” also was 
used to speak about bigger, public 
relationships in politics, public policy, and 
international relations. Deficits, illegal 
activities, and problems are negative because 
they go against the law and involve lack of 
resources. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [108]: The words “bad” and 
“problems” are literally negative. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [109]: Crimes and illegal 
activities are bad because there is a reason they 
are against the law; they deserve punishment. 
When people don’t follow rules, they are 
disobedient, which is negative. 
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Appendix C.5: Yield 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Definition: To produce or provide; give way to arguments, demands or 
pressure, relent. 

 
Context: “A meeting between Obama and congressional leaders late Wednesday 
failed to yield an agreement.” 

 
Semantic Prosody: NONE, POSITIVE 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:SPOK 
CBS_NewsMorn 

Romney and Rick Santorum. A Santorum victory could in Romney's native 
Michigan could yield a staggering blow to Romney's campaign. Michigan 
is the first big industrial state 

2006:NEWS 
AssocPress 

are finished quickly once a race ends. But a quick glance outside used 
to yield a disheartening report lines of red tail lights that go on seemingly 
forever, or 

2011:SPOK 
ABC_ThisWeek 

acknowledged this week that, yes, techniques like waterboarding did, in 
fact, yield fruitful information in the hunt for Osama bin Laden. Still, they 
question whether 

2011:SPOK 
THE CHARLIE 
ROSE SHOW 

what they grind out is information. And so that's the one that may yield us 
more knowledge about what was going on at the top levels than the other 

2010:SPOK 
Fox_Baier 

. Democrats have said if the president's upcoming bipartisan health care 
summit does not yield a deal with Republicans, they have found a way to 
use reconciliation to pass 

2009:SPOK 
NPR_TalkNation 

, we really want to dialogue more about that, is that Mr. Mugabe must yield 
control of health services and water supply and sanitation and disease 
surveillance, and the 

2009:SPOK 
NBC_Today 

found -- OK, though it's widely held that romance and sex must ultimately 
yield to friendly companionship... GIFFORD: Hello. KOTB:... new 
research found that  

2009:SPOK 
CNN_StateUnion 

incredibly expensive. It has hundreds of billions of dollars in projects which 
will not yield in jobs. Now, if you think we need to improve education, 
spend 

2009:SPOK 
CNN_Situation 

the house of horrors where Jaycee Dugard was held for 18 years, will it 
yield new clues about other young girls who disappeared decades ago? And 
we're going 

2009:SPOK BETTY-ANN-BOWSER: The Finance Committees big day finally arrived 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [110]: Depending on which end 
this blow is seen from, it could be positive or 
negative. To Santorum, this blow would be a 
good thing. To Romney, the receiving end of 
the blow, it would be bad. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [111]: One of very few actual 
negative things being “yielded,” disheartening 
is a negative emotion because it means a loss 
of confidence. Not having confidence indicates 
weakness which is negative. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [112]: Though the act of going 
on a hunt itself implies violence, because it is 
in the process of eradicating a more violent 
power it is a good thing. Though this line has a 
couple negative words, because they are 
referring to something desirable, catching 
Osama bin Laden, it has a positive prosody 
overall. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [113]: This means “to submit” 
or “give up” 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [114]: Being friendly is a good 
thing, but when put into a sexual relationship, 
de-escalating to it is bad. This is a different 
literal use of the word “yield,” meaning “to 
submit” instead of “produce.” 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [115]: Again, though there are 
violent words in this sentence and it is talking 
about something bad that happened, clues are 
desirable because they lead to solving these 
cases and hopefully bringing some of the 
missing people home. 
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PBS_NewsHour after months of negotiating failed to yield a bipartisan agreement. The 
chairman, Montana Democrat Max Baucus, offered his own 

2012:NEWS 
NYTimes 

discourse would drag on for hours without producing a single concrete 
conclusion; it would yield only increasingly esoteric questions.' # As for 
Mr. Geithner, Mr. Scheiber says 

1996:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

or sell products like cereal or toys. The kids also answer personal questions 
that yield detailed information, allowing an advertiser to customize his 
pitch right down to the level 

2012:NEWS 
Atlanta 

generation, and it has drawn fervid opposition. Over 10 years, it could yield 
$7 billion worth of transportation infrastructure, and the $8 million, 
privately funded campaign 

2012:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

Mr. Obama chose to engage the Islamic regime, believing that an extended 
hand would yield better results than threats. He reasoned that a new US 
approach would be welcomed 

2011:NEWS 
AssocPress 

to me is a problem. '' # Reducing pollutants to improve visibility also can 
yield public health benefits, the EPA said. Fine particles that cause haze are 
linked 

2011:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

may be some gain. Limiting face-veils to a private practice within the home 
can yield a more cohesive society, if only Western authorities are 
courageous enough to carry this 

2011:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

anywhere else, for that matter, knowing something about the environment 
organisms inhabit will yield clues about what the organisms were or are 
like. # '' If a Tim 

2010:NEWS 
NYTimes 

wearing a floral skirt as she poked corn seeds deep into arid soil unlikely to 
yield enough food to sustain her rail-thin parents, much less those who fled 
the shattered 

2010:NEWS 
Houston 

revenue gap. # Putting slot machines at race tracks and Native American 
lands would yield $500 million to $1 billion in the budget period, and 
nearly $1 billion a 

1995:NEWS 
Houston 

to keep it that way. " # Early booking patterns indicate the investment 
will yield major returns. Already, the hall is reserved well into next year. 
Meanwhile 

2010:NEWS 
USAToday 

aggressive -- some say deceptive -- practices to lure students to programs 
that might not yield a useful education. # The Education Department has 
proposed penalizing for-profits whose students graduate 

2002:NEWS 
NYTimes 

down. '' # Fiterman Hall # The emotional, financial and physical equation 
could yield a different result at Fiterman Hall. The 15-story building owned 
by the City University 

2002:NEWS 
NYTimes 

back 75 years and said even cases for which statutes of limitations had 
expired could yield information leading to new prosecutions. # In Los 
Angeles, the district attorney and 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [116]: This sentence is very 
similar to the context of the article under 
analysis. Coming to an agreement is something 
desired after a long process. Failing to do that 
is undesirable because it prolongs tensions and 
costs time. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [117]: Courage and cohesion are 
honorable and desirable traits for an 
organization or person. They indicate success 
and a can-do attitude. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [118]: Once again, something 
relatively neutral appears with negative 
concepts. Here, information is good because it 
begins the process to justice. Prosecutions are 
not good on the receiving end, but they 
promote public good. 



101 

2002:NEWS 
NYTimes 

the promulgation of new rules. # A series of high-profile investigations and 
cases will yield the desired results, the administration and its appointees 
believe. A few modest legislative 

2011:NEWS 
NYTimes 

heat, stir in the parsley and lemon juice, and serve with couscous. # Yield: 6 
to 8 servings. # Recipe: Braised Chicken Thighs With Indian Flavors # 
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Appendix C.6: Bow To 

Basic Information 
 

Literal Definition: To yield, submit, or cause one to do so; bend the upper body as 
a sign or respect or shame 

 
Context: “House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., wrote to rank-and-file 
Republicans in a memo Thursday that he was confident Obama and congressional 
Democrats would eventually bow to negotiations if Republicans hold the line.” 

 
Semantic Prosody: Negative 

 
KWIC Lines:     Collocates: Negative, Positive, & Neutral 

2012:SPOK 
1Fox_Five 

they stink up your park. And so, all this indoctrination forcing kids to bow 
to the god that is environmentalism, backfires as they realize their little 
green legs 

2012:SPOK 
NPR_TellMore 

know who my Chinese ancestors are. And it seems to me that if I bow to 
someone who I don't know or haven't heard about, it just 

2010:SPOK 
PBS_NewsHour 

-- I think White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said theyre -- they did 
nt bow to political pressure. But what sort of pressure were they under? 
What were 

2009:SPOK 
CNN_Misc 

on Capitol Hill with the coaxing of the president and his aides are poised to 
bow to his demand, not just to take out the public option, but a 

2005:SPOK 
Fox_HC 

I'm glad to see that, because I don't think the church should bow to popular 
culture. But my question, would you be putting aside gay marriage 

2004:SPOK 
CNN_SunMorn 

its 2,700 troops. Australia's minister of foreign affairs vows his country will 
not bow to terror threats. Those words come after some high profile 
concessions already to terrorist 

2002:SPOK 
CBS_Morning  

this was a queen who, only a few years ago, had to literally bow to the 
realization, during the emotional outpouring following Princess Diana's 
death, that 

2001:SPOK 
CNN_CapGang 

program HUNT Well, you know, Bob is absolutely right. This was a bow 
to the inevitable. And I also think that, probably, the ramifications are 

2007:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

must decide whether to exploit the escalating violence to consolidate his 
hold on power or bow to opposition forces who would like to see fair 
elections and a return to democracy 

1997:SPOK 
ABC_ThisWeek 

I hope so, but what I wanted to say is the president needs to bow to justice. 
He needs to use his office and say, I respect this 

1991:SPOK 
PBS_Newshour 

Clarence Thomas not qualified to sit on the Supreme Court just because he 
won't bow to their liberal litmus tests. MR-LEHRER: Conservative 
activists say their adds are warnings 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [119]: Literal use of the word as 
in lowering upper body in respect. However, 
this instance is another in which the person is 
in submission to the unknown. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [120]: Violence and unknown 
future. With a threat, you don’t know how it’s 
going to turn out. 
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2011:NEWS 
NYTimes 

, and President Obama, in his speech last week demanding that Middle 
Eastern autocrats bow to popular demands for democracy, noticeably did 
not mention Saudi Arabia. The Saudi 

2009:NEWS 
Denver  

retain a respect for the long-term benefits our incredible Colorado 
environment offers, and not bow to promises of increased revenues from 
the oil, gas and mining companies. # 
 

2007:NEWS 
NYTimes 

united. '' But what was at stake was far more than a decision to bow to the 
sensitivities of British Muslims. By emphasizing the criminality of 
terrorism, Brown 

2006:NEWS 
CSMonitor 

wisdom says their popularity lies in people's penchant for anonymity and 
that the churches bow to a consumer mentality, redesigning worship, 
buildings, and theology for a more 

2003:NEWS 
Chicago 

a day and age where just about everyone is selling out, Springsteen refuses 
to bow to corporate sponsorship, had a relatively low ticket price, and 
performs as good 

1999:NEWS 
NYTimes 

I said hi. '' # As Mike Holmgren showed in Seattle by refusing to bow to 
the salary demands of his star player, Joey Galloway, the Lions 
demonstrated 

1998:NEWS 
NYTimes 

opportunity last week to express defiance to reporters following him, saying 
he would not bow to the fiscal conditions that the I.M.F. was setting, like 
higher electricity rates 

1997:NEWS 
WashPost 

. And many feel gratitude: Because she bore the Mandela name and refused 
to bow to the apartheid regime, she suffered years of harassment, banning 
orders, arrests 

1992:NEWS 
WashPost 

respectful of women, but we never want a man who is a leader to bow to 
his wife's dictates. It's very tricky. We have elected him 

1991:NEWS 
AssocPress 

's hard-line Marxist rulers, who on Tuesday bowed to some opposition 
demands, will bow to popular resistance. They showed their willingness to 
use force Saturday, sending in 

1990:NEWS 
AssocPress 

he said after he learned of the failed coup attempt. '' I will not bow to 
thuggery. '' # Still, police guard was reinforced at State House, 

1990:NEWS 
WashPost 

of the foreign nationals persuaded administration officials that they had no 
choice but to bow to reality and acknowledge that the Americans were now 
held hostage. # The final 

  

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [121]: This is an interesting and 
complicated case. Here, there is some covert 
negative evaluation as well as some irony. The 
government was promising profits from natural 
resources, but this article was telling people to 
not believe that and instead remain in respect 
for what they already have. In this case, these 
promises seem good, but by using “bow to,” 
we know that they are bad. Not bowing to it is 
good, which projects evaluative harmony with 
the rest of the positive collocates. 
Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [122]: Here is another case of 
covert negative evaluation. A consumer 
mentality may be good in terms of capitalism, 
but when the negative prosody of “bow to” is 
considered, we know that a consumer 
mentality is bad for the church. Additionally, 
in the context of the church, a consumer 
mentality means to only focus on receiving 
things, not giving, which goes against what 
they stand for. 

Angela Sequeira� 12/16/2013 1:35 PM
Comment [123]: A use of another one of 
our words! “Acknowledge” has negative 
prosody, and other evidence indicates “bow to” 
has negative prosody, so we know that 
“reality” is not a good thing. This is another 
example of covert negative evaluation. 
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Appendix D: Data Tables 

 This section takes all the summary tables and puts them side-by-side to compare 

all the data together. Summary tables include: the five words chosen for analysis, 

collocate count for positive, negative, and neutral collocates, and the semantic prosody of 

the each word. 

 Reduce Told Downplay Scale Back Launch 
Positive 

Collocates 26 10 8 33 18 

Negative 
Collocates 36 25 37 27 16 

Neutral 
Collocates 3 9 9 9 7 

Prosody? Positive Negative Negative Negavie None: + in news register 
- in spoken register 

Table 1: Conservative Summary 

 Overhaul Undermine Resonate Solicited Pointed 
Positive 

Collocates 9 13 16 9 8 

Neutral 
Collocates 7 2 13 10 11 

Negative 
Collocates 24 39 19 28 25 

Prosody Negative Negative Neutral Negative Negative 
Table 3: Liberal Summary 
 

 Turning Into Acknowledge Deal With Yield Bow To 
Positive 

Collocates 21 26 8 36 17 

Negative 
Collocates 58 49 60 34 49 

Neutral 
Collocates 12 5 15 23 22 

Prosody? Negative Negative Negative None, 
positive Negative 

Table 4: Neutral Summary 


